Murton Parish Council

Minutes of the Meeting of the Council held in The Glebe Centre
on Thursday 21 May 2026

Present: Cllr J Griffiths (Chair)
Cllrs K Dixon, G Maitland, J Maitland, H Napier, M Rafferty, B Brown, J
Rafferty, T Parry, B Hastings, D Rowe, K Longstaff and S Robson.

Officer: Becca Brooks (Clerk)
Public: Andrea Potts
Victoria
Catherine

1. INTRODUCTIONS AND APOLOGIES
Apologies: Councillors M Grogan, L Grogan, G Farn ,County Clir M Rowney
Resolved to accept apologies and log in the register

2. DECLARATION OF INTEREST
None
Resolved to receive the information

3. POLICE REPORT
None
Resolved to receive the information

4. CHAIRMANS REMARKS
Clr Griffiths thanks the members for re-electing her as Chair
Resolved to receive the information

5. MINUTES AND MATTERS ARRISING
Parish Council Meeting 16" April 2026
Annual Meeting of the Parish 16" April 2026
Members requested to approve, confirm and sign as an accurate record
Resolved the draft minutes of both Parish Council meetings to be approved,
confirmed and signed as an accurate record

6. COUNTY COUNCILLORS REPORT
Clr Griffiths reports that the owner of the old Co-op building is being located following
the fire and damage caused that is a potential danger on the terrace.
The Bus stop works at Dalton Park are due to commence in June. Still waiting on a start
date for the Cycle path to combat the parking issues on the road outside the Glebe
Centre - looking at double yellow lines
Resolved to receive the information



7.

8.

10.

11.

REPORTS FROM MEETINGS ATTENDED
Cllr Brown attended a meeting at Shotton Community hall — the big conversation —-to
engage with committees on views on Solar panels
Resolved to receive the information

GLEBE CENTRE UPDATE

Members discussed the running of the Glebe Centre under EDV. There was good
feedback for the café, art class, and social aspect.

The clerk advises that lease negotiations have now begun, and once agreed through
the solicitors, will be brought before the council for approval before signing
Resolved to receive the information

MATTERS OF INFORMATION/CORRESPONDANCE

The Clerk reports that the recent drain works on the road alongside the pavilion has
caused a repopulation of Japanese knot weed as reported by neighboring houses, and
that a treatment plan has been worked out with a specialist company for its removal
beginning Monday 25" May.

The Clerk reports on a query brought forward by Cllr Napier regarding a public right of
way along the road by the park that was dealt with by the former clerk, and that thisis in
progress with highways to find out the status.

The Clerk reports that despite the best efforts of herself and the Superintendent, that no
defib pads are available for the machine by the pavilion until January 2027.

The Clerk reports that she is still chasing Murphys regarding the proposed works for the
Village Green.

Resolved to receive the information

PLANNING APPLICATIONS

No issues raised for recent applications

Cllr B Brown advises members that he has submitted a complaint regarding the
commencement of works at the top of the village relating to the solar farm that is
contrary to the planning details

Resolved to receive the information

FINANCIAL MATTERS

Monthly Accounts and Wages

Details of receipts and payments made in the past month were reported as follows:
Total of Accounts received in April £196,244.65

Total of Accounts passed for payment in March £39,878.83

Total Wage Bill for the Month of March £19,931.49

(g



Contribution to Murton Welfare Association to date £6,000.00

The Council supports the community centre financially under the;

e local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 Part 1, s19
e Local Government Act 1972 s144, 145 and 133

Resolved to receive the information and approve

Request from last meeting regarding 2 individuals trip to Poland for Scout Jamboree with
further information provided
Resolved to approve and donate £500

Request financial assistance received from St Pauls Church
Resolved for the Clerk to request further information and to invite to a finance
committee meeting to discuss in more detail

Request for a donation from mother of 15 year old Harry Fraser, who trains with the GBR
gymnastics squad

Resolved to donate £300

Request from East Durham Action group for a donation towards their campaign
Cllr B Brown declares an interest
Resolved to donate £300

The next meeting of Murton Parish Councilis Thursday 18" June 2026 at 6pm in The Glebe
Centre.

The chairman thanked the members for their attendance and closed the meeting at 19:51

CERTIFIED CORRECT: CHAIRMAN  DATE: 18™ June 2026



MURTON PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES of the ANNUAL MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL
held in THE GLEBE CENTRE, on THURSDAY, 21** May 2026.

Present: Councillors KA Dixon, JA Griffiths, G Maitland, J Maitland, H Napier, M
Rafferty, B Brown, J Rafferty, T Parry, B Hastings, D Rowe, K Longstaff and SG
Robson.

Apologies: Councillors M Grogan, L Grogan, G Farn

1. CHAIRMAN OF THE COUNCIL
Following a request for nominations for this position, it was
Resolved that Councillor J Griffiths be elected Chairman of the Council for
the ensuing year, the Chairman was happy to accept.

2. TO RECEIVE THE CHAIRMAN’S DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE.
Cllr. Griffiths accepted her election to Chairman. She declared her Acceptance
of Office, signed the required form and proceeded to chair the meeting.

3. VICE-CHAIRMAN OF THE COUNCIL
Following a request for nominations for this position, it was
Resolved that Councillor K Longstaff be appointed as Vice-Chairman of the
Council for the ensuing year.

4. COMMITTEE STRUCTURE
Clerk provided details of existing committee structure with the agenda.
Resolved :
Finance Committee
Councillors: B Brown, K Dixon, J Griffiths, H Napier, J Maitland, J Rafferty, K
Longstaff & T Parry
Murton Welfare Assogciation
Councillors: K Dixon, L Grogan, M Grogan, J Maitland, H Napier, B Hastings, T
Parry, G Farn and J Griffiths.

5. REPRESENTATIVES TO OUTSIDE BODIES
Clerk provided details of the current representatives to outside bodies with the
agenda.
Resolved:

East Durham Association Parish & Town Councils (Quarterly Meetings)
Councillors: J Griffiths and Clerk B Brooks

Larger Councils Forum (Quarterly Meetings)

Councillor: J Griffiths and Clerk B Brooks .



Trustees of Henry Smiths Charity
Councillors: G Maitland, J Griffiths & K Dixon
Seaham & District Scout Association

Cllr J Griffiths

MEETINGS OF THE COUNCIL
RESOLVED that the dates and times for Meetings of the Council be confirmed
as follows:

2026 2027
Thursday 18™ June Thursday 14" January

N 16™  July. Thursday 18" February.

“ Recess August “ 18" March

N 10" September. (Parish Meeting)

. 15™" Qctober. « 15%  April.

i 19" November. i 20" May
Recess December (Annual Meeting)

All Meetings will commence at 6.00 pm.

FINANCE COMMITTEE
To be held at a minimum of quarterly per annum at the request of the Clerk

The Chairman closed the meeting at 6.12pm.

CERTIFIED CORRECT: CHAIRMAN

DATE: Thursday, 18" June 2026.



