Murton Parish Council

Minutes of the Meeting of the Council held in The Glebe Centre
on Thursday 16" April 2026

Present: ClIr J Griffiths (Chair)
Clirs H Napier, T Parry, K Longstaff, B Brown, B Hastings, S Robson, K Dixon,
G Maitland, J Maitland, M Grogan

Officer: Becca Brooks (Clerk)
Public: Matthew Elliott
Lisa Miller

Matthew Elliott advises members that he has been informed that the drivers of the lorries
driving through the weight limit have been spoken to
Members resolved to receive the information

1. INTRODUCTIONS AND APOLOGIES
Apologies: Cllrs L Grogan, G Farn, J Rafferty, M Rafferty, D Rowe County Clir M
Rowney
Resolved to accept apologies and log in the register
The Clerk advises that there are often members not present at meetings who do not
submit formal apologies and that going forward they will be recorded as absent
Resolved to receive the information

2. DECLARATION OF INTEREST
Cllr B Brown declares an interest in item 3
Resolved to receive the information

3. EAST DURHAM ACTION GROUP
Cllr Brian Brown and Lisa Miller presented to the members regarding the group set up
due to the concern amongst residents of the growing number of planning applications for
solar farms and battery storage. They gave comprehensive information regarding the
planning process, chemicals involved and risks to people and the landscape.
They advised of a report on the website eastdurhamactiongroup.co.uk regarding all the
information. Cllr Hazel Napier commended their hard work.
Resolved that the Clerk send a letter to the Head of Planning and Chief executive at
Durham County Council requesting they stand with EDAG

4. POLICE REPORT
None
Resolved to receive the information



7.

10.

CHAIRMANS REMARKS

Cllr Griffiths gives a report on crime regarding the increase in anti-social behaviour and
houses being reported to DCC. Members discuss the amount of crime in the village.
Resolved to receive the information

MINUTES AND MATTERS ARRISING
Parish Council Meeting 19" March 2026
Extraordinary meeting 26" March 2026
Members requested to approve, confirm and sign as an accurate record
Resolved the draft minutes of both Parish Council meetings to be approved,
confirmed and sighed as an accurate record

Matters arising

Cllr Griffiths advises that following a meeting of the trustees, Cllr D Rowes nominations
for Henry smith grants were approved

Resolved for clerk to review and advise members of the criteria for grants

COUNTY COUNCILLORS REPORT
Cllr Griffiths reports that she has had a meeting with AAP who have confirmed she has
the full allowance of former Cllr David Cumming to utilize for the community. £10k from
each councillors allowance had previously been earmarked for a projectin S Hetton.
Cllr Julie Griffiths states that she plans to work with Cllr Mark Rowney on project
funding. Cllr Steve Robson advises that Cllr Mark Rowney has promised repair of the
playground in Seaview.
Resolved to receive the information

REPORTS FROM MEETINGS ATTENDED
None
Resolved to receive the information

DURHAM ARENA

Members discuss the presentation regarding the plans for Durham Arena in
Decembers Parish meeting. The objective of the presentation was looking for
agreement of a letter of support from the Parish Council.

Concerns were raised again by members regarding the potential traffic issues with the
infrastructure. It was reported that a park and ride system was being looked into as
part of the application

Resolved that members support planning application

DURHAM MINERS GALA
Cllr Hazel Napier requested agenda item to discuss requirements and adverts in their
brochure



11.

12.

13.

Clir Kevin Longstaff confirmed that arrangements were already in place with EDV for
the Glebe Centre to be opened on the morning

Resolved that the Clerk arrange advertisements for the Parish Council and Murton
Welfare Association as with previous years

USE OF MOBILE PHONES IN MEETINGS

Cllr Diane Rowe put forward the agenda item to be discussed

A discussion ensued

Resolved that members had no issue with this and a housekeeping reminder would
be for phones to be on silent for meetings

GLEBE CENTRE UPDATE

The Clerk reports that following a meeting of Murton Welfare Association and their
accountants to discuss the assets belonging to Murton Welfare Association left in the
Glebe Centre following the Parish Councils negotiations with EDV for the Centre to be left
‘as is’ with fixtures and fittings.

The assets register value was verified by the accountant at £70k.

The options for the Parish Council were to 1. Purchase the assets, 2. The Welfare sell the
assets leaving the building empty which is contrary to the agreement made during
negotiations, or 3. EDV are required to purchase the assets.

The Clerk advises that it is imperative that a decision is made tonight as the accounts of
the charity are already late. Members agree there is a moral obligation to support the
people of Murton with the Welfare Charity. Cllr Julie Griffiths requests that it is recorded
in the minutes that she objects to the Parish Council purchasing the assets, as it is public
money and if £70k is to be spent it should go to EDV as they now operate the Glebe
Centre. Cllr Brian Brown moves that a vote is made to decide which is seconded.

Cllrs S Robson, K Longstaff, H Napier, B Brown, M Grogan, K Dixon, J Maitland and G
Maitland vote in favour of the Parish Council purchasing the assets, with Cllrs J Griffiths
and T Parry voting against, Cllr B Hastings abstained from the vote.

The Clerk advises that no money will change hands but that this amount will be
earmarked in the Parish reserves

Resolved to approve the purchase of the assets from Murton Welfare Association

MATTERS OF INFORMATION/CORRESPONDANCE

Letter received by Clerk and read to members from member of staff of Murton Welfare
Association, regarding her responsibilities of being the license holder still for the Glebe
Centre now that EDV are now occupying the building

Resolved to receive the information and for the Clerk to update and advise staff
member of actions taken

Cllr Diane Rowe put forward her ideas on how to manage the assets within the Glebe
Centre
Resolved to receive the information



14. PLANNING APPLICATIONS
No issues raised
Resolved to receive the information

15. FINANCIAL MATTERS

Monthly Accounts and Wages
Details of receipts and payments made in the past month were reported as follows:

Total of Accounts received in March £3,792.45

Total of Accounts passed for payment in March £11,104.22
Total Wage Bill for the Month of March £19,732.19
Contribution to Murton Welfare Association to date £72,000.00

The Council supports the community centre financially under the;

e Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 Part 1, s19
e | ocal Government Act 1972 s144, 145 and 133

Resolved to receive the information and approve

Request for financial assistance received from North East German Shepherds for a £300
donation towards their dog show
Resolved to approve and donate £300

Request financial assistance received from St Pauls Church
Resolved for the Clerk to request further information

Request from member of the public for financial assistance to be able to send her
daughters to the Scout Jamboree in Poland that they have been selected for
Resolved that Clerk request information on how many scouts have been selected
for this and if it should be a donation to the Scouts as a group

Request from East Durham Veterans for a donation to subsidise the cost of tickets for an
event during half term to make it more affordable to families

Resolved to donate £500 from Henry Smith Charity grant funds

The next meeting of Murton Parish Council is Thursday 21 May 2026 at 6pm in The Glebe
Centre.

The chairman thanked the members for their attendance and closed the meeting at 19:51

CERTIFIED CORRECT: CHAIRMAN  DATE: 21% May 2026



