Murton Parish Council

Minutes of the Meeting of the Council held in The Glebe Centre
on Thursday 19 February 2026

Present: Clir J Griffiths (Chair)
Cllrs, M Rafferty, J Rafferty, H Napier, T Parry, K Longstaff, B Brown, B
Hastings, G Farn, S Robson, M Grogan, K Dixon

Officer: Becca Brooks (Clerk)
Public: Matthew Elliott
Brian Hardy

Matthew Elliott raised issues of wagons passing through the village continuing with no
action
Resolved to report to DCC

1. INTRODUCTIONS AND APOLOGIES
Apologies: Clirs L Grogan, G Maitland, J Maitland, D Rowe, County Clir M Rowney
Resolved to accept apologies and log in the register

2. DECLARATION OF INTEREST
None
Resolved to receive the information

3. POLICE REPORT
No Report received, but the chair reports of a police presence on Woods Terrace due to a
cannabis farm being discovered in the old co-op
Resolved to receive the information

4. CHAIRMANS REMARKS
None
Resolved to receive the information

5. MINUTES AND MATTERS ARRISING
Parish Council Meeting 18" December 2025
Extraordinary meeting 9" February 2026
Members requested to approve, confirm and sign as an accurate record



Resolved the draft minutes of the Parish Council meeting be amended to show Clir
M Grogan present and Cllr M Rafferty submitting apologies, and extraordinary
meeting minutes, to be approved, confirmed and signed as an accurate record

Matters arising

Email received from Cllr D Rowe shared by the clerk regarding the resolve to discuss her
nominations for Henry Smith funding in the next extraordinary meeting and that in the
agenda item of Glebe Centre options it was written that the contents of the feedback
boxes would be discussed at this time however they had not been collected or collated
Resolved to arrange a meeting of the Henry Smith Trustees to review and that it was
deemed more time was needed to collect feedback and these would be collected
before the next meeting

6. COUNTY COUNCILLORS REPORT
None
Resolved to receive the information

7. REPORTS FROM MEETINGS ATTENDED
The Clerk attended the CDALC larger councils forum, and reported to members that the
Clerk at Hetton Town Council had enquired to whether councils across Durham were
interested in a collaborative approach to planning requests for solar farms and battery
storage
Cllr Brown, as the chair of the community action group explains actions taken and
issues already raised and a discussion ensued
Resolved that the Clerk contact the Clerk at Hetton Town council to agree to
support other councils

8. GLEBE CENTRE UPDATE
Members are invited to share any feedback from the public following the public
consultation on 11%" February
The General feedback was that people are keen to keep the building a community
centre and that it has been historically under promoted as a community centre

Resolved to receive the information

9. MURTON THEATRE GROUP
Following a meeting with the accountants of Murton Welfare Association, the Clerk
reports to the members that the Parish Council are able to grant a 1 week temporary
lease for the Theatre group to be accommodated thus avoiding any complicated
logistics for the Parish Council
Resolved to receive the information
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10. MATTERS OF INFORMATION/CORRESPONDENCE

11.

Clir Dixon reports on the follow up email reply regarding the footpath at Winds Lonnen
that the landowner is to complete the work. Clir Dixon is working hard to resolve this and
will be following up with DCC.

Resolved to receive the information

Email received from member of the public Victoria McDowell asking of the possibility of
delivering hot meals to those in need in the community

Resolved to pass this request to the party taking on the operation of the Glebe
Centre

PLANNING APPLICATIONS
Application received regarding new signage at the Adidas shop at Dalton Park
Resolved to receive the information

12. FINANCIAL MATTERS

Monthly Accounts and Wages
Details of receipts and payments made in the past month were reported as follows:

Total of Accounts received in December £1,522.15

Total of Accounts received in January £1,562.12

Total of Accounts passed for payment in December £17,146.75
Total of Accounts passed for payment in January £14,656.62
Total Wage Bill for the Month of December £19,651.59
Total Wage Bill for the Month of January £19,707.79
Contribution to Murton Welfare Association to date £60,000.00

The Council supports the community centre financially under the;

e Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 Part 1, s1 9
e LocalGovernment Act 1972 s144, 145 and 133

Resolved to receive the information and approve

The subject of the Glebe House rentincome was raised by members regarding anti-
social behaviour by youths in the park area during evenings and weekends resulting in
complaints from nearby residents, and questioned the lease terms of locking the gate by
tenant

Resolved that the Clerk would review the lease and enforce with tenant
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Members were asked to endorse the decision made at the extraordinary meeting on 9%
February regarding funding to Murton Welfare Association
Resolved to endorse

Following the meeting with the accountants for Murton Welfare Association, the clerk
reports that an additional donation of £20,000 is needed in addition to the £6000
monthly grant already approved for 2026/27, so that the charities accounts are buoyant
for year end.

Resolved to support and approve additional funding, and for Clerk to arrange
finance committee meeting towards the end of March

Request from Murton Colliery FC brought forward with further information requested
Resoived to donate £500

Request received from Seaham Healthy lifestyles for financial support towards holding
keep fit classes at St Pauls Church Murton

Resolved to donate £300

The next meeting of Murton Parish Council is Thursday 19" March 2026 at 6pm in The Glebe
Centre.

The chairman thanked the members for their attendance and closed the meeting at 19:07

CERTIFIED CORRECT: CHAIRMAN  DATE: 19" March 2026



