Murton Parish Council

Minutes of the Meeting of the Council held in The Glebe Centre
on Thursday 27" November 2025

Present: ClIr J Griffiths {Chair)
Clirs, M Rafferty, J Rafferty, H Napier, ] Maitland,
T Parry, K Longstaff, B Brown, B Hastings, G Farn, S Robson, D Rowe

Officer: Becca Brooks (Clerk)

Public: Matthew Elliott
Gareth Cousins
Katrina Fisher
Brian
Paul Penman
Clir Andrew Harrison

Matthew Ellliott expressed concerns regarding a bonfire zone at Calvert crescent and that
the weight limit plug at the top of the village is still being disregarded by wagons with no
consequences

Resolved that the Clerk report these issues to the County Councillors

Mr Elliott also expressed concerns that the County Councillor Clir Harrison from Seaham was
in attendance and that it should be the Clirs for Murton or none at all

Resolved that members were grateful to Clir Harrison for attending the meeting

Katrina Fisher attended the meeting in order to personally thank the members in their
donation towards her attending the world championships in MMA that she won
Resolved that members expressed congratulations to Katrina on her achievements

Gareth Cousins attended on behalf of Murton Scouts group to give further information on
previous request for financial support
Resolved for request to be discussed in the next finance committee meeting

Brian from Murton Theatre Group presented to the members of the 100 year celebration of
the group and its history at the Glebe Centre
Resolved to receive the information

1. INTRODUCTIONS AND APOLOGIES
Apologies: Cllrs M Grogan, G Maitland, J Maitland, K Dixon, County Councillors M
Rowney & D Cumming
Resolved to accept apologies and log in the register



2. DECLARATION OF INTEREST
None
Resolved to receive the information

3. POLICE REPORT
Report received by emait
Figures for incidents in Murton from16/10/2025 - 18/11/2025
Anti Social Behaviour - 20
Shop Theft-26
Vehicle Crime -4
Criminal Damage -11
Resolved to receive the information

4. CHAIRMANS REMARKS
Th Chair reports that the Remembrance day service at the Cenotaph was well attended

The Chair reports that the Christmas light switch on at the Village Green was well
received by the community and expresses thanks to the Parish Groundmen for their
efforts in setting it up
The Chair shares upcoming events for Christmas, Kids party on Saturday 13" December
and Community Christmas lunch on 16" December
Resolved to receive the information

5. MINUTES AND MATTERS ARRISING

Parish Council Meeting 16th October 2025
Finance Committee meeting 14th October 2025
Extraordinary Meeting 4th November 2025

Members requested to approve, confirm and sign as an accurate record

Resolved the minutes of the Parish Council meeting, finance committee meeting,
and Extraordinary meeting to be approved, confirmed and signed as an accurate
record

Matters arising
None
Resolved to receive the information

6. COUNTY COUNCILLORS REPORT
Cllr Andrew Harrison (County Councillor for Seaham) attended the meeting to resolve
some discontent resulting from the absence of the Murton County Councillors. He had
come in a non-political stance and given up his own time to provide members with an
update of work being done in Seaham and how it could benefit Murton
Resolved that the members thanked Clir Harrison for his attendance

7. REPORTS FROM MEETINGS ATTENDED
Cllr Griffiths attended East Durham towns and Villages Local Network meeting as Chair



And stated that there was no further update on the Local Network
Resolved to receive the information

8. RISK ASSESSMENT 2025/26
Risk Assessment provided for members to approve and endorse
Resolved to approve and endorse

9. HENRY SMITH CHARITY
Update given to members regarding spending of Henry Smith Grant. Suggested that
members bring forward ideas of who can be helped over Christmas period
Resolved to agenda for December meeting for further discussion

10. THE GLEBE CENTRE
Paul Penman attended the meeting as the former treasurer of Murton Welfare
Association by invitation from ClIr Longstaff following a meeting of MWA exec
committee called by Clir Griffiths, to update members of the financial situation of the
charity and why extending the notice period was not viable.
Paul confirms that he is no longer treasurer and this position is now held by ClIr G
Farn, but that he has continued to advise upon request of the trustees due to his
knowledge of the charity and has already spoken in the most recent Welfare
Committee meeting. Paul confirms that he took on the role of treasurer which is
usually a paid position, voluntarily, in order to create a full time job. Paul does remain
a director of GCE which is the trading arm of the charity, which he expects the newly
appointment treasurer to take on as part of the role.
He recently attended a meeting with the charities accountant alongside the manager
and finance officer, who has previously informed MWA that to do nothing was not an
option, that an options report was already presented to the finance committee, and
further to the full Council.
At this time the position was that the accountant was going to put in to request an
extension from January to March for the return or the accounts would be qualified
Paul explained that the risk of insolvency was getting closer and thanked the Parish
Council for their continued financial support into the following year, to which Clir
Brown confirmed that this was to be reviewed annually,
and explained that with insolvency the assets would be liquidated with neither MWA
or MPC having any control who the land or buildings would go to which could be the
end of cricket, football, and other recreation in Murton with jobs then also being at
risk
This financial position is due to the corporate business not returning after covid — it
was the income from corporate bookings that propped up the Centre for Community
and social use as these do not make any money and often run at a loss. There is
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currently a lot of rumours around blame, however, the majority of trustees are
members, who are presented with a financial update in every committee meeting.
Resolved that the Clerk write to the charity to confirm financial support for the
accountant for report to Charities commission

The Clerk reports on the resolutions made in the Extraordinary meeting:

With regards to the School board proposal, the board have completed their
feasibility testing and have found the Centre to be too big and unaffordable so will
not be moving forward with this.

Advice has been received from a local business advisor which points to a Charity arm
being used, which unfortunately has already been done through the Welfare
Association and is no longer sustainable. Other suggestions are still being looked
into.

Advice has been sought from a commercial business agent, who has indicated it is
very difficult to suggest anything for such a large purpose built building, and that the
best option for members to consider is a developer for housing or similar

Regarding costings for keeping the building open as a community centre for a further
6 months, the Clerk strongly advised against this option as you cannot justify
spending public money on something that will inevitably be closing at a cost of a
29.85% precept increase. This options would also raise legal complications regarding
TUPE requirements of staff

The Clerk went on to advise the importance of the charity, that Murton Parish
Council is a small village council with no means to offer community events, and that
the charity is the vehicle for doing this. Without MWA the Parish Council can offer a
cemetery, Cenotaph and a couple of kids playgrounds, and asked for approval to
prioritise moving Murton Welfare over the future of the Glebe Centre.

There is also a complication found regarding the welfare halls sale from British Coal
to the Parish Council that is being looked into and requires legal advice

Resolved that members agree to prioritising Murton Welfare Association

Resolved that the Clerk seek required legal advice and also look into Durham
mining groups for assistance

11. MATTERS OF INFORMATION/CORRESPONDENCE

Email received from Cllr Mark Rowney congratulating members on the Remembrance
Sunday service

Resolved to receive the information

Email received from member of the public regarding parking around Ribbon School
Resolved to pass to County Councillors

Members request update from Murphys regarding village green reinstatement
Resolved for Clerk to chase up information



12. PLANNING APPLICATIONS
Discussion ensues regarding the applications
Resolved that Clerk look into further information of houses being built near Cricket

13. FINANCIAL MATTERS

Monthly Accounts and Wages
Details of receipts and payments made in the past month were reported as follows:

Total of Accounts received in October £198,358.95

Total of Accounts passed for payment in October £13,786.22
Total Wage Bill for the Month of October £21,046.05
Contribution to Murton Welfare Association to date £42,000.00

The Council supports the community centre financially under the;

e Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 Part 1, s19
e Local Government Act 1972 s144, 145 and 133

Resolved to receive the information and approve

The next meeting of Murton Parish Council is Thursday 18" December 2025 at 6pm in The Glebe
Centre.

The chairman thanked the members for their attendance and closed the meeting at 20.30

CERTIFIED CORRECT: CHAIRMAN  DATE: 18™ December 2025
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