Murton Parish Council

Minutes of the Meeting of the Council held in The Glebe Centre
on Thursday 17" July 2025

Present: Cllr J Griffiths {Chair)
Cllrs S Robson, M Rafferty, J Rafferty, , G Maitland, H Napier, J Maitland, K
Dixon, T Parry, K Longstaff, B Brown, B Hastings

Officer: Becca Brooks (Clerk)
Public: John Galley

Member of the public, John Galley, raised the issue of speeding on the B1285. It was discussed
that this has been an ongoing topic for the Parish Council and that efforts made in the last 4
years have still not achieved a satisfactory resolution.

Resolved that the Clerk request a mirror by the green for the purpose of safety on the
junction and liaise with the police regarding the possibility of another speed-watch to be
carried out.

1. INTRODUCTIONS AND APOLOGIES
Apologies: Cllrs L Grogan, M Grogan, G Farn, County Councillors M Rowney & D
Cumming, PCSO Jayne Bradley-Harding

2. DECLARATION OF INTEREST
None

3. POLICE REPORT
An emailed report was received prior to the meeting.
Incidents that have happened between the 19" June 25 - 16™ July 25 as follows;
Anti-social behaviour - 10
Burglary-4
Shop liftings — 23
Vehicle Crime - 3
Resolved to receive the information
Cllr Longstaff reported the use of offroad bikes in Seaview area
Resolved that the Clerk report to the PCSO

4. CHAIRMANS REMARKS
None
Resolved to receive the information

5. MINUTES AND MATTERS ARRISING
Minutes of the Monthly Meeting held 19" June 2025.
Copies of the minutes were circulated to the members previously.



Resolved the minutes of the Parish Council meeting to be approved, confirmed and
signed as an accurate record

Minutes of the Finance Committee Meeting held 18™ June 2025.

Copies of the minutes were circulated to the members previously.

Resolved the minutes of the Finance Committee meeting to be approved,
confirmed and signed as an accurate record

Matters arising
None
Resolved to receive the information

6. COUNTY COUNCILLORS REPORT
None due to apologies received from County Councillors.
Members again raise concerns with lack of contact from new Councillors
Notices seen in library regarding surgeries held recently, however, no one on the Parish
Council were aware
Resolved for the Clerk to contact the leader of the Council with concerns

7. REPORTS FROM MEETINGS ATTENDED
Cllr Brown attended an inter-community group meeting in South Hetton against BESS
sites in the local area
The Clerk attended a meeting with Murphys joined by Clir Brown and the Parks and
Cemetery Superintendent R Jennings to discuss them completing the works to reinstate
the Village Green as part of community payback
The Clerk attended the CDALC larger councils forum meeting — information of
consultations from Durham county Council available on
www.letstalkcountydurham.co.uk

Resolved to receive the information

8. ROSPA SAFETY INSPECTION
The clerk reports that ROSPA play safety have completed their annual safety inspection
of all the Councils playgrounds. All sites have been marked as low-medium risk, with
one item of equipment having a high risk which will be put right
Resolved to receive the information, also for the Clerk to look at the budget for
playgrounds with the view to re-paint at the park at the top of the Terrace

9. MATTERS OF INFORMATION/CORRESPONDENCE
Cllr J Maitland had requested that the Clerk raise the matter of councillors who have
stood down in the last few months, that they be recognised and thanked for their
service to the village through the Parish Council
Resolved that these previous members be invited to the next Parish council
meeting



Following the resignation of R Kelly, an election has been called to be held on 4™
September

Resolved to receive the information

Ray Lonsdale to update the poem at the sculpture to the full version at no cost to the
council to be arranged by Ray.

Resolved to receive the information

Permission requested from Headteacher at Ribbon School to put one of their funded
bleed kits at the cenotaph/village green

Resolve to approve

Consultation document regarding the parking on Woods Terrace shared

Resolved to receive the information

Clerk will be on annual leave for 2 weeks from 28™ July

Resolved to receive the information

10. PLANNING APPLICATIONS
None received
Resolved to receive the information

11. FINANCIAL MATTERS
Monthly Accounts and Wages
Details of receipts and payments made in the past month were reported as follows:

Total of Accounts received in June £1,868.20
Total of Accounts passed for paymentin June £30,017.72
Total Wage Bill for the Month of June £19,121.97
Contribution to Murton Welfare Association to date £18,000.00

The Council supports the community centre financially under the;

e Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 Part 1, 819
e Local Government Act 1972 s144, 145 and 133

Resolved to receive the information

Requests for financial assistance

Following clarification from the Treasurer of the Banner Group for funding required, the
requested amount of £500-£600 was made to the members

Resolved to donate £600 to Murton Colliery Banner Group

Sufficient information had been received from Macrae house to enable a decision on the
request for funding. Cllr Griffiths declared an interest in this item
Resolved to donate £500 to provide family summer sessions as requested



Request received from local lady Katrina Fisher to assist in the costs of representing
Team England in MMA at the world Championships in Georgia
Resolved to donate £300

Cllr Longstaff brings forward a request made for financial assistance in putting on the
Dog show in Murton
Resolved to donate £300

All donations are made under the Local Government Act 1972 Section 137

The Clerk requests approval for the purchase of new Christmas lights at £610
Resolved to approve

The next meeting of Murton Parish Council is Thursday 18" September 2025 at 6pm in The
Glebe Centre.

The chairman thanked the members for their attendance and closed the meeting at 19:01

CERTIFIED CORRECT: CHAIRMAN  DATE: 18™ September 2025



