Present:

Officer:

Public:

Murton Parish Council

Minutes of the Meeting of the Council held in The Glebe Centre
on Thursday 18" December 2025

Clir J Griffiths (Chair)

Clirs J Rafferty, H Napier, J Maitland, M Grogan, T Parry, K Longstaff, B Brown
B Hastings, G Farn, S Robson, D Rowe

County Councillor M Rowney

: §

Becca Brooks {Clerk)

Chris Nutton
Matthew Elliott
Brian Hardy
Joanne Davies
Alex Bastholm

Matthew Elliott raised ongoing issues with wagons passing through the weight plug and
issues at Bevan Square with excess water and signage
Resolved to report to DCC

Chris Nutton attended on behalf of Andys man club and raised concerns for their venue
moving forward if the Glebe Centre was to close. The Clerk advised the chair that this was
an issue for MWA and they were currently trying to arrange a meeting with Chris
Resolved that the chair informed Chris of this at the meeting

1. INTRODUCTIONS AND APOLOGIES
Apologies: Clirs L Grogan, G Maitland, J Maitland, M Rafferty
Resolved to accept apologies and log in the register

2. DECLARATION OF INTEREST
Clir Julie Griffiths declares interest in the Scouts

Resolved to receive the information

3. PRESENTATION — DURHAM ARENA
Joanne Davies and Alex Bastholme attend to present the plans for Durham Arena to the
members of the Parish Councit
Dalton Park was successful thanks to the Parish Councit and created over 1000 jobs, this
would be a diverse leisure facility.
Discussion ensued with Clirs raising concerns of potential traffic issues, which were
countered that the high amount of visitors would be the evening and so not add to Dalton
Park Traffic. Options of a park and ride and footbridge are to be considered



The chair thanked Joanne and Alex for their presentation
Resolved to receive the infomation

4. POLICE REPORT
None

Resolved to receive the information

5. CHAIRMANS REMARKS
The Chair reports that the kids Christmas party was quieter than in previous years, but
that it was a lovely day, and that the community Christmas lunch was a great event
Resolved to receive the information
The Chair proposes that an extraordinary meeting be held in January as there is no
monthly Parish meeting and pressing matters need to be discussed
Resolved that the Clerk email members inviting them to meeting

6. MINUTES AND MATTERS ARRISING
Parish Council Meeting 27" November 2025
Finance Committee mesting 11" December 2025
Members requested to approve, confirm and sign as an accurate record
Resolved the minutes of the Parish Council meeting, and finance commitiee
meeting, to be approved, confirmed and signed as an accurate record

Matters arising
None
Resolved to receive the information

7. COUNTY COUNCILLORS REPORT
Clir Mark Rowney attended the meeting, he apologised for his lack of visibility to the
Parish Council. He gave the council a guarantee of improvement going forward, and

made assurances that he would make his best attempt to attend all meetings going
forward, and that he was looking to hold 2 surgeries per month in each ward going

forward and was looking for venues

Discussion ensued regarding lead time on his requests submitted to officers at DCC and
concerns raised regarding ongoing Parish issues such as the B1285, crossings, and
speeding issues.

Resolved to receive the information and that the members thanked Clir Rowney for
his attendance

8. REPORTS FROM MEETINGS ATTENDED
None
Resolved to receive the information



9.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14,

PRECEPT 2026/27

Members are asked to endorse the precept for 2026/27 approved by the Finance
Committee with a proposed increase of 4.99%

Cllr J Rafferty thanked the Clerk for her hard work in managing the budgets and
putting the figures together

Resolved that the members agree to approve and endorse the precept provided

HENRY SMITH CHARITY
Cllr D Rowe submitted a list of potential beneficiaries
Resolved to discuss during extraordinary meeting

MURTON THEATRE GROUP

Members discussed opening the Glebe Centre for Murton Theatre group to host a
production week commencing 21 April. The Clerk advises that there will be logistics
to investigate and that it will require members to volunteer to open and close the
building for this purpose

Resolved that the members agree to this event taking place

MATTERS OF INFORMATION/CORRESPONDENGCE
Email received regarding a Durham Big Spring Clean
Resolved that a litter pick in Murton is organized within this event

PLANNING APPLICATIONS
None received
Resolved to receive the information

FINANCIAL MATTERS

Monthly Accounts and Wages
Details of receipts and payments made in the past month were reported as follows:

Total of Accounts received in November £1,541.30

Total of Accounts passed for payment in November £27,484.02
Total Wage Bill for the Month of November £19,910.75
Contribution to Murton Welfare Association to date £48,000.00

The Council supports the community centre financially under the;
® Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 Part 1, s19



¥

* lLocal Government Act 1972 s144, 145 and 133
Resolved to receive the information and approve

Clir Rowe raises questions regarding the funding to Murton Welfare Association
Resolved that Clir Rowe will direct questions to the Clerk following the meeting

Financial support request from Murton Colliery FC for £500 for training gilets
Resolved that Clerk to request further information

Financial support request received from Lauras Ladies Club who meet at Heart on the
Terrace on Wednesday Evenings
Resolved to donate £500

Financial request from the scouts received previously, clerk had further information
requested
Resolved to donate £1000

The next meeting of Murton Parish Council is Thursday 19" February 2026 at 6pm in The Glebe

The chairman thanked the members for their attendance and closed the meeting at 19:11

CERTIFIED CORRECT: CHAIRMAN  DATE: 19" February 2025
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