Murton Parish Council

Minutes of the Meeting of the Council held in The Glebe Centre
on Thursday 18" September 2025

Present: Clir J Griffiths (Chair)

Cllrs M Grogan, M Rafferty, J Rafferty, , G Maitland, H Napier, J Maitland
K Dixon, T Parry, K Longstaff, B Brown, B Hastings, D Rowe
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Officer: Becca Brooks (Clerk)

Police :

PCSO Xsara Todd
PCSO Bradley Ford

Public: Matthew Elliott

Jackie Morris

INTRODUCTIONS AND APOLOGIES

Welcome Clir Diane Rowe

Apologies: Cllrs L Grogan, S Robson, G Farn, County Councillors M Rowney & D
Cumming

DECLARATION OF INTEREST
None

POLICE REPORT

3 Quads Recovered

1 Stolen Motorbike Recovered

2 Arrest & remand for shoplifting

Drugs warrant issued

Drugs and cash recovered with 3 arrests

2 drugrelated stop and searches

Pro-Active patrols are conducted regularty

Reduction of crime and anti-social behavior in Woods Terrace
Resolved to receive the information

Request from members to reschedule speed watch
Resolved for Clerk to liaise with PCSOs

CHAIRMANS REMARKS
Informed members of Murton Theatre group centena ry and requested well wishes
Resolved to receive the information



5. MINUTES AND MATTERS ARRISING
Minutes of the Monthly Meeting held 17" July 2025.
Copies of the minutes were circulated to the members previously.
Resolved the minutes of the Parish Council meeting to be approved, confirmed and
signed as an accurate record

Matters arising

Suggestion from Chair that inviting the previous members to a meeting be changed to an
afternoon gathering

Resolved to receive the information and agree

6. COUNTY COUNCILLORS REPORT
None due to apologies received from County Councillors.
Resolved to receive the information

7. REPORTS FROM MEETINGS ATTENDED
Cllr Brown attended an inter-community group meeting in South Hetton against BESS
sites in the local area —there is a DCC report to be shared with members
A discussion ensued regarding previous and upcoming developments
Resolved to receive the information

8. GENERAL PURPOSE COMMITTEE
The forming of a general purpose committee was previously adjourned in the annual
meeting. The requirement of this committee was discussed
Resolved that the Clerk discuss any urgent issues between Parish meetings with
the Chair and Vice Chair, and, in the event of the subject matter causing a conflict
of interest for the Chair, for it to be discussed with the Vice Chair only.

9. FOOTPATH AT WINDS LONNEN
Cllr Dixon raised this issue for the agenda to put forward to the County Councillors
Resolved that the Clerk send a letter on behalf of the Parish regarding the public
right of way

10. FLAGS AT THE CENOTAPH
Cllr Dixon brought forward that a number of members of the public and enquired as to
why the Ukranian flag had been taken down
The Clerk expains this was removed for remembrance day and was damanged so
couldn’t be put back
Resolved to replace and put back up



11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

CONCERT/AWARDS EVENING
Cllr Hastings raised the idea to hold an evening of entertainment and awards with North
East Rock Choir of which she is a member, and to recognize and award young peoples
groups in the village

Resolved that the Clerk meet with the Chair and Vice Chair to discuss logistics

PARISH WEBSITE

Clr Hastings raises that there are two active websites for the Parish and that the former
Clerk s receiving phone calls as her number is published on one

The Clerk explains that she has only recently been made aware of this, albeit indirectly,
and upon investigation had found that the administrator instructed by the previous Clerk,
upon the domain expiring and changing the set up to a ‘word press’site, the old website
was just left. The Clerk goes on to explain the steps taken so far in an attempt to remove
the old website since becoming aware of it

Resolved to receive the information

MATTERS OF INFORMATION/CORRESPONDENCE

Article 4 consultation from DCC

Resolved for Clerk to resubmit previous comments made
Email received from resident regarding pathway outside house
Resolved to collate all issues for the attention of the County Councillors and send
to them
Murphys update - Clerk informs members that due to holiday season we are still waiting
on plans and a lead time for village green works
Resolved to receive the information

PLANNING APPLICATIONS
Discussion ensues regarding the applications
Resolved to receive the informaiton

FINANCIAL MATTERS

Monthly Accounts and Wages
Details of receipts and payments made in the past month were reported as follows:

Total of Accounts received in July £1,326.75
Total of Accounts received in August £1,214.00
Total of Accounts passed for payment in July £15,185.11
Total of Accounts passed for payment in August £16,936.45
Total Wage Bill for the Month of July £19,329.52
Total Wage Bill for the Month of August £20,573.92

Contribution to Murton Welfare Association to date £30,000.00

¥



The Council supports the community centre financially under the;

® Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 Part 1, s19
* Local Government Act 1972 §144, 145 and 133

Resolved to receive the information

Murton Welfare Association

Cllr Griffiths declares an interest

A discussion ensues regarding upcoming changes and a need to put together a ‘working
group’ for future discussions

Resolved to approve and endorse decision made by MWA committee and that Clir
Hastings and Clir J Rafferty sit on the working group alongside representatives from
Murton Welfare Association

Finance Committee meeting endorsements

Repair works to drains affecting the cricket pavillion
Resolved to approve and endorse

Fence repair work at the allotment
Resolved to approve and endorse

Request for financial support received from 15t Murton Scout group for camping
equipment
Resolved to adjourn with the Clerk to get more information

The next meeting of Murton Parish Council is Thursday 16" October 2025 at 6pm in The Glebe

The chairman thanked the members for their attendance and closed the meeting at 19:30

CERTIFIED CORRECT: CHAIRMAN  DATE: 16" October 2025



