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Murton Parish Council

Minutes of the Meeting of the Council held in The Glebe Centre
on Thursday 19" June 2025

Present: Clir J Griffiths (Chair)

Clirs S Robson, M Rafferty, M Grogan, , G Maitland, H Napier, J Maitland, K
Dixon, T Parry, K Longstaff, G Farn, B Brown

Officer: Becca Brooks (Clerk)

Public:

Barbara Hastings
Matthew Elliott
Ray Hughes

INTRODUCTIONS AND APOLOGIES
Apologies: Clirs L Grogan, J Rafferty, County Councillors M Rowney & D Cumming,
PCSO Jayne Bradley-Harding

DECLARATION OF INTEREST
None

MOVERN WIND FARM PRESENTATION

Jon and Jamie from the project team are present to present to the Parish Council

The presentation slides have been circulated to members

The project team were present at the meeting to give an update on the project as the
Parish Council are a Statutory consultee for planning and are looking for advice
regarding how best to interact with the community

Questions are asked and answered; the planning inspectorate is the same as the local
authority in regards to objections, visibility issues are being dealt with, ecological
surveys have started, and confirmation given that Movern are not associated with the
Battery storage element at Hawthorne pitt.

Resolved to receive the information

POLICE REPORT
None
Resolved to receive the information

CHAIRMANS REMARKS
No remarks
Resolved to receive the information

MINUTES AND MATTERS ARRISING
Minutes of the Monthly Meeting held 22" May 2025.
Copies of the minutes were circulated to the members previously.
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Resolved the minutes of the Parish Council meeting to be approved, confirmed and
signed as an accurate record

Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held 22" May 2025.

Copies of the minutes were circulated to the members previously.

Resolved the minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting to be approved, confirmed and
signed as an accurate record

Matters arising
None
Resolved to receive the information

COUNTY COUNCILLORS REPORT

None due to apologies received from County Councillors. A Discussion ensued with the
members demonstrating their frustrations that there has not been any contact from the
new Councillors

Resolved to receive the information and for the Clerk to make further efforts to
contact them

REPORTS FROM MEETINGS ATTENDED

Cllr Griffiths and B Brooks attended a zoom call with Solarig project team at their
request to discuss the community fund being offered

Cllr Griffiths states that there are no objections from South Hetton or Hawthorn Parish
Councils in receiving this.

Resolved that members agreed to go ahead with the objection to this planning

COUNCIL VACANCY

The Clerk advises that applications for the co opt position were received up until the
previous day and were circulated to members by email for review

Barbara Hastings was present and was invited to address the members. She stated that
she was the secretary for the Murton Branch of the Labour party and so most members
would already know her, she invited any questions from members.

The candidate and members of the public were asked to leave the meeting

Following the statement from the candidate the Clerk asked the members to confirm
that they did not need to make a declaration of interest in the matter which they
confirmed they did not

The Clerk gave a recap of candidates to be considered before voting commenced.

Clir Parry put forward that he would like to move Barbara Hastings, and was advised that
this wasn’t necessary as candidates had already put themselves forward.

Resolved that the Barbara Hastings was duly co-opted by the members to fill the
vacancy as a member of the Parish Council

INTERNAL AUDIT REPORT
Members were asked to review the internal audit report following the finance
committee recommendation to approve
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Resolved that the internal audit report is approved and endorsed by full council

MATTERS OF INFORMATION/CORRESPONDENCE

The Clerk reports that there are funding requests following the finance meeting that
need further discussion

The Clerk advises of a leaflet detailing a new solar farm proposal in Easington
Resolved to receive the information

PLANNING APPLICATIONS
Battery stoarge in South Hetton raised and discussed
Resolved to resubmit letter of objection

FINANCIAL MATTERS
Monthly Accounts and Wages
Details of receipts and payments made in the past month were reported as follows:

Total of Accounts received in May £1,447.55
Total of Accounts passed for payment in May £11,452.91
Total Wage Bill for the Month of March £18,998.86
Contribution to Murton Welfare Association to date £12,000.00

The Council supports the community centre financially under the;

e Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 Part 1, 819
e Local Government Act 1972 s144, 145 and 133

Resolved to receive the information

Requests for financial assistance
Request from the Cricket Club — having been pre approved for a grant to improve their
female changing facilities they need to engage with an architect whose fees cannot be

included in the grant
Resolved to approve in principle pending receiving quotes, using the relevant
budget from the precept

Macrae house had requested funding for ‘family summer sessions’ which the finance
committee had requested further information to support the bid which the clerk had
requested but not received at the point of the meeting

Resolved that the Clerk would bring this matter to the members once information
was available

The Banner group had requested financial support in order to attend Durham Miners
Gala in July. The finance committee had in principle agreed to meet the shortfall in
funding but needed further clarity of the amount. Cllir Longstaff had indicated in the



finance meeting that £1000 was needed, and upon discussion of the total costs Cllr
Griffiths advised that £1500 would meet half the amount of the cost needed. ClirJ
Maitland asked Cllr Longstaff and Clir Griffiths to leave the meeting while this was
discussed as they are members of the Banner Group

Cllr J Maitland Chaired this section of the meeting in the absence of Chair and Vice
Chair

A discussion ensued and concerns raised on the lack of clarity in the request. It was
also raised that the exiting secretary of the Banner group had informed staff of the
Welfare Association that all funding had been met for this years Gala

Resolved that the Clerk would contact the treasurer of the Banner Group for clarity
on funding required and an emergency meeting of the finance committee would be
called with approval from full Council to make the final decision as the Parish
Council are keen to support this matter

The next meeting of Murton Parish Council is Thursday 17" July at 6pm in The Glebe Centre.

The chairman thanked the members for their attendance and closed the meeting at 19:04
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