Murton Parish Council

Minutes of the Meeting of the Council held in The Glebe Centre
on Thursday 22™ May 2025

Present: Cllr J Griffiths (Chair)
Clirs S Robson, M Rafferty, J Rafferty, M Grogan, , G Maitland, H Napier, J
Maitland, K Dixon, T Parry, K Longstaff, G Farn, L Grogan,

Officer: Becca Brooks

Public: Barbara Hastings
Paul Penman

1. INTRODUCTIONS AND APOLOGIES
Apologies: Clirs R Kelly, B Brown, County Councillors M Rowney & D Cumming, PCSO
Jayne Bradley-Harding

2. DECLARATION OF INTEREST
None

3. POLICE REPORT
An Email from the PCSO reports the following :
Report as requested over last 30 days as follows:-
Shop Thefts - 27
ASB-14
Criminal Damage - 11
Burglary-4
Vehicle Crime -8
Resolved to receive the information

4. CHAIRMANS REMARKS
No remarks
Resolved to receive the information

5. MINUTES AND MATTERS ARRISING
Minutes of the Monthly Meeting held 18" March 2025.
Copies of the minutes were circulated to the members previously.
Resolved the minutes of the Parish Council meeting to be approved, confirmed and
signed as an accurate record
Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Parish held 18" March 2025.
Copies of the minutes were circulated to the members previously.
Resolved the minutes of the Annual meeting of the Parish to be approved,
confirmed and signed as an accurate record
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Matters arising
None
Resolved to receive the information

COUNTY COUNCILLORS REPORT
None
Resolved to receive the information

REPORTS FROM MEETINGS ATTENDED
None attended

COUNCIL VACANCY

The Clerk advises that following the election there is a vacancy on the West Ward and
that the council has 35 days to exercise the right to co opt which is recommended to fill
the vacancy. The Clerk goes on to advise that in best practice the vacancy should be
advertised across the village and that these applications are to be reviewed by members
in the June meeting to discuss and vote on

Resolved that the Clerk will advertise the vacancy through appropriate channels
inviting applications from interested parties and bring these to the June meeting as
discussed.

VILLAGE GREEN

The Clerk informs the members of several emails in reply to the letter sent out to
residents about the plans to reinstate the village green. A discussion ensues with
points made including that the works first started in 2018 and this has been ongoing
with no end date in sight, and that the road along the back of the green has been
brought up to highway standards and now suitable for HGVs.

Resolved that the planned reinstatement should go ahead

MATTERS OF INFORMATION/CORRESPONDENCE
The Clerk reports that a member of the public had been into the Glebe Centre to

report issues with the footpaths namely along the terrace and up to Barnes Road
being a hazard for users of mobility scooters, with dog mess, broken glass, and cars

parked across dropped curb, and that the advise was that this is not in the remit of
the Parish Council but of that of Highways at Durham County Council

Resolved to receive the information

Email thread sent from resident at Seaview regarding the state of the childrens
playpark between themselves and previous County Councillor asking for assistance.
Resolved that Clir Robson will follow this up with Believe housing.

The Clerk reports that a representative from the Solarig Battery storage has been in
contact to provide information about potential funding



Resolved to receive the information

The Clerk advises members that their register of interest forms are to be returned to
County Hall by 3 June, most have been collected and will be sent by the Clerk, also,
the Clerk has requested an up to date ‘headshot’ to add to the Councillors page on
the Parish Website

Resolved to receive the information

11. PLANNING APPLICATIONS

DM/25/00892/FPA Mr Stephen Haram 20 Daton Terrace Single-storey rear extension
Murton
Seaham
SR7 9BZ

Resolved to receive the information
12. FINANCIAL MATTERS

Monthly Accounts and Wages
Details of receipts and payments made in the past month were reported as follows:

Total of Accounts received in March £1,262.70
Total of Accounts received in April £202,850.55
Total of Accounts passed for payment in March £46,669.54
Total of Accounts passed for payment in April £17,073.57
Total Wage Bill for the Month of March £19,504.96
Total Wage Bill for the Month of April £19,033.33
Contribution to Murton Welfare Association to date £6,000.00

The Council supports the community centre financially under the;

e Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 Part 1, s19
e Local Government Act 1972 s144, 145 and 133

Resolved to receive the information

ClrJ Maitland asked the Clerk 1o explain further the financial Support given to Murton
Welfare Association each month, and so the Clerk explained the background workings,
that the Glebe Centre is owned by the Parish Council and rented to the Welfare
Association to run it as a Charity business and that ultimately the Parish Council is the
business owner with an interest for it to be successfulin order to serve and provide for
the community of Murton

The next meeting of Murton Parish Council is Thursday 19" June at 6pm in The Glebe Centre.
The chairman thanked the members for their attendance and closed the meeting at 19:04
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