Murton Parish Council

Minutes of the Meeting of the Council held in The Glebe Centre
on Tuesday 18" March 2025

Present: Cllr P Penman (Chair)

Clirs R Cunningham, B Brown, S Robson, M Rafferty, R Adcock-Forster, J
Griffiths, M Grogan, R Kelly, G Maitland, H Napier, J Maitland, K Dixon

Officer: Becca Brooks

Public:

Matthew Elliott
William Johnson

Mr Elliott comments that the new signage at the plug (weight limit) has had no effect, he

thanks

1.

the members for their support

INTRODUCTIONS AND APOLOGIES
Apologies: Cllrs L Grogan, L Riley, A Cowley

DECLARATION OF INTEREST
None

POLICE REPORT
None received

CHAIRMANS REMARKS

The Chair advises that this is the last meeting of the Parish Council as it is with new
faces to come after the election, and thanks the Members and Clerk for their hard work
and commitment

Resolved to receive the information

MINUTES AND MATTERS ARRISING

Minutes of the Monthly Meeting held 20" February 2025.

Copies of the minutes were circulated to the members previously.

Resolved the minutes of the Parish Council meeting to be approved, confirmed and
sighed as an accurate record

Matters arising

Clr Napier reports that the new 20mph sign is obstructed by trees, Clir Griffiths advises
that this has been reported to DCC

Resolved to receive the information

COUNTY COUNCILLORS REPORT
Cllr Griffiths reports the following



10.

11.

The works on the Terrace commenced this week - this was done following consultation
with shop owners, the County Councilors and MP in 2022.

Response from members of the Parish Council is that feedback from the public was that
this project was a total waste of money and that the Parish Council were not aware of it;
they had been campaigning for a crossing on B1285 which would have cost less. Clir
Griffiths explained that this would be from a different budget and that it happened
suddenly following a meeting years ago and was done for safety issues.

Discussion ensued and a letter that had been sentwith comments from the Parish
Council regarding the planning and lack of consultation for this was replied to but not to
the satisfaction of Councilors

Clr Griffiths also reported that there were to be 2 electric charging ports at the Co-op
The Clerk advises that the formal complaint sent to John Hewitt regarding the ongoing
dealings of issues with the B1285 with highways has been logged as a corporate
complaint with DCC.

Resolved to receive the information

REPORTS FROM MEETINGS ATTENDED
None attended

APPOINTMENT OF INTERNAL AUDITOR

The Clerk asks for members to endorse the instruction of Galley and Tindle accountants
to carry out the internal audit of accounts again this year

Resolved to approve and endorse

PLANTS FOR WEMBLEY

A resident from Wembley had made a request to the chair for additional flowers to
be purchased for Wembley

Resolved to purchase additional flowers at the cost of £250

VILLAGE GREEN

The members had a discussion of the ideas brought forward by the clerk

Resolved that the grass will be reinstated with benches to create a seating area and
access blocked with flower tubs

Clerk to distribute letters to residents outlining intention to reinstate the green

MATTERS OF INFORMATION/CORRESPONDENCE

The Clerk reports that a reply has been received regarding the battery storage in
South Hetton that states no planning permission has been submitted at this time
There has been no reply from Movern

There was no representative available to attend the meeting from the exhibition
being held in the village inn

N
s



Discussion ensued regarding the number of projects and industrialisation of village
surroundings

Resolved to receive the information

Request for financial support from the Heritage group to purchase electoral registers
from DCC at a cost of £276

Resolved to donate from the relevant budget in the precept under Local
Government Act 1972 s144, 145 and 133

The clerk brings forward an invitation for advert space in the Durham Miners Gala
brochure

Resolved to submit a full page — half for the Parish Council and half for the Welfare
Association

12. PLANNING APPLICATIONS
None received
Resolved to receive the information

13. FINANCIAL MATTERS
Monthly Accounts and Wages
Details of receipts and payments made in the past month were reported as follows:

Total of Accounts received in February £8,779.88
Total of Accounts passed for paymentin February £12,742.06
Total Wage Bill for the Month of February £18,373.80
Contribution to Murton Welfare Association to date £66,000.00

The Council supports the community centre financially under the;

® Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 Part 1,819
e Local Government Act 1972 s144, 145 and 133

Resolved to receive the information

The next meeting of Murton Parish Council is Thursday 22 May at 6pm in The Glebe Centre.
The chairman thanked the members for their attendance and closed the meeting at 19:10
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