MINUTES of The ANNUAL PARISH MEETING
held on Tuesday 18" March 2025

Present: Cllr P Penman (Chair)
Cllrs R Cunningham, B Brown, S Robson, M Rafferty, R Adcock-Forster, J
Griffiths, M Grogan, R Kelly, G Maitland, H Napier, J Maitland, K Dixon

Officer: Becca Brooks

Public: Matthew Elliott
William Johnson

Apologies: Clirs L Grogan, L Riley, A Cowley,

1. MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING
Members are asked to approve minutes from the meeting held in March 2024 as a
true record
Resolved to Approve
Resolved that the minutes will be approved in the next normal meeting and not
annually going forward

2, FINANCIAL STATEMENT FOR THE YEAR 2023/2024:
The Clerk of the Parish Council reports that the Income & Expenditure Account for
the Year Ended 31st March 2024, has been audited, as follows:

Balance at 1st April 2023 £ 323,941.19  Represented By:

Add: Total Income £ 440,082.00 General Fund £217,812.12
£ 764,023.19  Capital Schemes Reserve

Deduct: Total Expenditure £ 459,212.07 £85,000

Balance at 31st March 2024 £ 304,812.12 £304,812.12

Resolved to receive the information

3. ESTIMATES OF EXPENDITURE FOR THE YEAR 2024/2025:
At a Meeting of the Parish Council held 18" January 2024, a total expenditure
estimate of £503,254 was approved. This total was to be met as follows:

General Income (including LCTS) £ 75,759
Precept on District Council £ 343,540
Council Balances £ 83,955

£ 503,254

As a result of this, the Council Tax fora Band D Property will be £ 189.17
Resolved to receive the information



HENRY SMITHS CHARITY
The Trustees of the Charity report the distribution of Grant funds for 2024 as
follows:

Outstanding Balance £1,124
Grant(s) Received £7,800
Amount Spent £8,775
Christmas Envelopes £3200
Community Christmas Events £4,575
Summer Bus Trips £1,000
Balance £149.00

Resolved to receive the information

CLERKS REPORT ON PROJECTS, CAMPAIGNS, AND SUPPORT GIVEN TO THE
COMMUNITY

Report attached

Resolved to receive the information with additions to be made as per discussions

OPEN FORUM
No matters raised
Resolved to receive the information



Clerks Report of Parish Achievements

March 2025

Over the year the Parish Council works hard to represent the community and offers
funding to community groups and associations in order to support and look after the
Village. This is done in the following ways;

Campaigns and interactions

Litter Campaign - the Parish Council successfully completed the litter campaign
which was started in 2021 and continues to strive for a litter free community
B1285 — the Parish Council have tirelessly campaigned for safer roads in Murton,
with interaction with Durham County Council and Durham Constabulary, which
is still ongoing.

Introduction of social media - Murton Parish Council is now on Facebook and
has been successful in raising awareness and engagement in the village
Installation of Statue — Another large project, although this was in 2023, was the
commission of Ray Lonsdale for the sculpture ‘Children of Mothers’ which was
unveiled at the Cenotaph on 10t November 2023

Supporting the Community

Welfare Association - the Parish Council supports the Welfare association with g
monthly grant and a maintenance provision for the upkeep of the Glebe Centre
and other Welfare buildings in the village as the landlord. Most recently
contributing to the repair of the gym roof to top up funding received by The
National Grid.
Interaction with Churches in organizing the remembrance day service at the
cenotaph
Representing the community at County Hall in Support of preventing the planned
solar farm
Supporting the community with objecting to DCC on planning for Battery Storage
in Murton
Support of the Heritage groups ‘Angel babies’ project
Lobbying DCC regarding control measures for HMO planning, namely the
request to introduce Article 4 in all applications
Special Events — The Parish Council, alongside Durham AAP and The Henry
Smith Chairty have funded a number of special events held at the Glebe Centre
in 2024;

o Kids Easter party

o Miners Memorial Day/Heritage Event
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D Day afternoon Tea

Mini Carnival

Kids Halloween Disco
Pantomimes for local schools
Wreath Making

Community Christmas Lunch

Bus trip to York Christmas Markets
Kids Christmas Party

Creche Santa Visits

Donations -~ The Parish Council have supported local groups and individuals with
donations
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Nets for the cricket club

Goals for the football club

Donation towards funding for Hetton Cadets

Donation to the creche to fund a day out for the toddlers

Financial support to the pigeon group for maintenance work carried out
Local girl Ava Crumbie with her goal of representing the UK playing Ice
Hockey in Canada

Funding support for Murton Cricket club

Chairmans Charity Fund - The Chairman has a small charity allowance from
which to make donations to groups in the community, this year he has supported
the Salvation Army, Walking Group, and donated the cash prizes for the bingo at
the Community Christmas Lunch

Village Environment and Cemetery

A Letters to Heaven Postbox was installed at the Cemetery in September 2024
and received positive feedback

The Staff of the Parish Council do a fantastic job in keeping the Cemetery and
village environment in good order
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Inthe Cemetery, 34 graves have been dug, 17 memorial plaques added to
the wall and 15 plots have been sold in the last year

In each year in excess of 7000 plants and 500 winter bedding plants are
planted, with 14 shrub beds pruned 3 times a year, in addition to grass
cutting across all Parish land during the season

Over 100 tree saplings were awarded by Woodland Trust which have been
planted

There has been various positive feedback across social media for work done



