Murton Parish Council t

Minutes of the Meeting of the Council held in The Glebe Centre
on Thursday 20" February 2025

Present: Councillor P Penman, (Chair)

Councillors S Robson, B Brown, H Napier, M Grogan, M Rafferty, K Dixon,
J Griffiths, L Riley, R Kelly, L Grogan, R Cunningham,

Officer: B Brooks

Public:

Matthew Elliott
William Johnson

Matthew Elliott addressed the members with a number of issues:

Rumor that the shops at High house are to be converted into a drugs re-hab - Cllr
Griffiths confirms that no change of use application has been received

Several issues with the B1285 and asks if a highways officer can come out - he was
advised this has been requested by the Parish council a number of times and been
refused or ignored.

The Chair advises of all the efforts the Parish Council have made to address the issues
of the road over the last 4 years, including letters to the chief executive, the speed
survey carried out by the police, initial meetings with highways officers, a site visit
assessment with the police liaison officer, with an audit trail of the actions, but the
Parish council is not responsible and can only raise this with DCC on behalf of the
public who have given constant feedback that they are not happy with the ongoing
issues in relation to the B1285 running through the village

There is now a 20mph zone outside of St Josephs school but only during school pick
up/drop off hours. The request for a permanent 20mph zone, and school crossing and
pedestrian crossing were rejected.

Matthew Elliott advised that in April 2024 he received an email to say that the HGV ‘plug’
was being investigated alongside Sunderland city Council but so far no solution as large
wagons continue to travel through the village freely.

Footpaths around the village are in a bad state as they have not been properly reinstated
after third party works with no follow up from DCC for routine maintenance

Resolved that the Clerk will make an official complaint to Durham County council
highways on behalf of the members due to their failure to engage

Resolved that the Clerk will liaise with the PCSO to see if the plug can be watched
for a period of time as part of the speed-watch on 10" March

INTRODUCTIONS AND APOLOGIES
Apologies: A Cowley, R Adcock-Forster, G Maitland, J Maitland, PCSO Paige Cartright



DECLARATION OF INTEREST {j /O
None A </ :

POLICE REPORT

None received

The Chair raises the issue of cars parking outside the car wash causing visibility issues
at the junction

Resolved for Clerk to report to PCSO

CHAIRMANS REMARKS

The Chair advises that with the upcoming elections the Clerk will be receiving training
via zoom to be fully knowledgeable about the process and that she has resources for
prospective councillors or any current councillors who are interested

As Purdah starts on the 20" March it is proposed that the March meeting be held on 18"
and that there will be no meeting in April

Resolved to approve

There is a model of the proposed Durham arena in Reception of the Glebe Centre at the
request of the developer, which was approved

to be displayed by the Welfare Association trustees—we have no further information
about the proposed project and Cllr Griffiths confirms that no application has been
received at the County

Resolved to receive the information

MINUTES AND MATTERS ARRISING

Minutes of the Monthly Meeting held 17" December 2024.

Copies of the minutes were circulated to the members previously.

Resolved the minutes of the Parish Council meeting to be approved, confirmed and
signed as an accurate record

Matters arising

Village Green reinstatement — suggestions brought forward to be agreed at the next
meeting in March

Minutes of the Finance Meeting held 12" February 2025

Copies of the minutes were circulated to the members previously.

Resolved the minutes of the finance meeting to be approved

Matters arising

Information provided about funding of Cricket Scorebox and Gym roof

Resolved as endorsed by members

COUNTY COUNCILLORS REPORT

Cllr Griffiths reports the following

Works for the 20mph zone at St Josephs school as requested is now completed,
members questioned this is as the request was for a fixed 20mph zone at both schools
along with crossings, however Clir Griffiths advises that the head teacher at Ribbon
school felt it wasn’t necessary outside of Ribbon School, and that crossings were not
planned as too expensive



10.

A

Woods Terrace will be closed on 17" March for 6 weeks for road to be made a traffic
highway again with more parking spaces following approval at a committee meeting -
there was a public petition to open it up — businesses need the through traffic.
Members questioned the cost and felt that such a significant figure would be better
spent on works already campaigned for the B1285.

The Chair requested the plan for the Clerk to see

Domestic incident at Hutton Road housing estate — please report any issues to carbon
homes — info@carbonhomes.co.uk

Road markings not completed at Seaview — carbon homes are responsible

House closure on Woods terrace under selective licensing

Council tax for County Durham will increase by 4.99%

AAP Structure is changing with new wards

Resolved to receive the information

REPORTS FROM MEETINGS ATTENDED
None attended

FINANCIAL REGULATIONS AND STANDING ORDERS

The Clerk has provided copies of the new Financial regulations which have been put
together based on new guidelines from NALC

Resolved to approve and endorse

The Clerk advises that the references to financial matters be removed from the standing
orders now that the financial regulations have been updated as this is just a duplication
Resolved to approve and endorse

THE VILLAGE GREEN
Already discussed
Resolved to defer to March meeting

MATTERS OF INFORMATION/CORRESPONDENCE

Members of the civic pride team at Durham County council will be having a table in
reception at the Glebe Centre on 25" March signing up volunteers for a litter pick to
take place in Murton on 27™ March

Request from the cricket club for funding — they have a sponsored walk planned to
raise money for an electronic scoreboard and the hire of a container to allow for
works to be done in creating a ladies changing room which is beneficial to the
community as part of a rapidly growing cricket club

Resolved to donate £4000 from the relevant budget in the precept under Local
Government Act 1972 s144, 145 and 133

Information from the Morvern wind farm Application received with a document 1137
pages long — information can be sent to councillors on request



Comments can be sent as a consultee by 13" March
Resolved that the Clerk review the summary at the end of the document and send
a letter with comments

A discussion took place regarding the planned battery storage in south Hetton that is
within the Parish Boundary for Murton

Unanimously agreed to send a letter to object to the project as the Parish Council
have previously objected to battery storage in the Parish of Murton and the stance
has not changed

Cllr Griffiths abstained from the vote

Resolved that the Clerk will send a letter on behalf of the members to object to the
battery storage

11. PLANNING APPLICATIONS
Nao concerns raised
Resolved to receive the information

12. FINANCIAL MATTERS
Monthly Accounts and Wages
Details of receipts and payments made in the past month were reported as follows:

Total of Accounts received in December £1,824.51

Total of Accounts passed for payment in December £13,883.84
Total Wage Bill for the Month of December £21,712.33
Total of Accounts received in January £1,382.80

Total of Accounts passed for payment in January £13,420.42
Total Wage Bill for the Month of January £18,634.20
Contribution to Murton Welfare Association to date £60,000.00

The Council supports the community centre financially under the;
e Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 Part 1, s19

e Local Government Act 1972 s144, 145 and 133
Resolved to receive the information

The next meeting of Murton Parish Council is Tuesday 18" March at 6pm in The Glebe Centre.
The chairman thanked the members for their attendance and closed the meeting at 19:45
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