MURTON PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES of MEETING of the COUNCIL held in THE GLEBE CENTRE
on THURSDAY 15" June 2023.

Present: Councillor J. Maitland, (Vice Chair)

Councillors J. Griffiths, R. Adcock-Foster, A. Cowley, H. Napier, G. Maitland,
S. Robson, B. Brown, M. Rafferty, M. Grogan, L. Riley

Officer:  N. Honnor (Acting Clerk)

1.

INTRODUCTIONS AND APOLOGIES
Apologies, P. Penman, K. Dixon, R. Cunningham, R. Kelly, L. Grogan

DECLARATION OF INTEREST
None received.

POLICE REPORT

No report received. However Clir Griffiths gave a verbal report that she had received
informing members of a PACT meeting scheduled for 29™ June at New Hesledon
Club. There had also been an armed burglary at Hawthorn Close, and arrests had
been made at an incident at Luke Crescent.

CHAIRMANS REMARKS

The Vice Chair informed members that she would be conducting business as the
Chair was on holiday.

Resolved to receive information

MINUTES AND MATTERS ARISING

Minutes of the Monthly Meeting held 18" May 2023.

Copies of the minutes were circulated to members previously.

Resolved the minutes of the Parish Council meetings be approved, confirmed
and signed as an accurate record.

The Chair updated members on the outcome of a meeting with R. Jennings, P.
Penman and N. Honnor with regards to the possibility of a SLA with St. Josephs
Primary school grounds maintenance. (Members were given a copy of the meting
notes). Members agreed to support the advice of R. Jennings and agreed that with
current workloads and staff there was not the capacity to support this request.
Resolved to agree the decision to not pursue a SLA

MINUTES FROM ANNUAL MEETING

Minutes of the Annual Meeting held 18" May 2023.

Copies of the minutes were circulated to members previously.

Resolved the minutes of the Parish Council meetings be approved, confirmed
and signed as an accurate record.

N. Honnor informed members that she was on holiday for the next scheduled meetin%
and asked if members were free to hold the meetingeither on the Tuesday prior (18"



10.

July), have a recess in July instead of August or go ahead with the meeting without
the Clerk present
Members agreed to move the meeting to the 18" July 2023

REPORTS FROM MEETINGS ATTENDED

Cllr Griffiths reported that although she did not attend the AGM of the East Durham
Association of Parish and Town Councils, she had been appointed as Vice Chair for
the group.

Resolved to receive the information

ANNUAL RETURN AND INTERNAL AUDITORS REPORT

Member’s reviewed the Internal Audit Report, the Annual Governance Statement and
the Accounting Statement in accordance with the requirements of the Accounts and
Audit Regulations 2015. There were no issues arising, the Chairman thanked the
Clerk/RFO for the sound financial systems in place.

Resolved member’s approve and accept.

COUNTY COUNCILLORS REPORT

Cllr Adcock-Foster advised members on several complaints he had received from
residents with regards to the housing developments at Seaview including the
condition of the roads, which are unlikely to be repaired until after the development
had been completed, along with access and HGV vehicles using Barnes Road at busy
school times, he has asked that the companies avoid these times.

He also informed members that Graham Morris had prepared a letter to send to the
Secretary of State with regards to the Aura Power Solar Farm which had had
planning permission granted by Durham County Council. B. Brown requested a
letter be wrote from the Parish Council to the Secretary of state mirroring Graham
Morris concerns.

Cllr Griffiths gave members an update on the current progress with the Chinese
Supermarket on Woods Terrace. She had personally spoke to the workers after
several HGV vehicles were blocking the road and footpaths recently. Further actions
are still to be implemented such as the installation of appropriate ballards etc
following the site visit.

Resolved to receive the information.

MATTERS OF INFORMATION / CORRESPONDENCE

A copy of a 106 monies application by the Police was handed out to members for
comment. This application had several inconsistencies. Cllr Griffiths believed it was
copied and pasted from the original application when the community garden was
going to be within Murton Allotment Associations area.

Resolved to receive information and forward comments.

L. Riley had spoken to a member of public who had informed her that apparently
there had been a waiver on the current weight restrictions on the B1285 due to the
housing development at Seaview. N. Honnor informed members that she had not
received any information confirming this.

Resolved to receive the information

PLANNING APPLICATIONS
None received



10. FINANCIAL MATTERS
Monthly Accounts and Wages
Details of receipts and payments made in the past month were reported as

follows:

Total of Accounts Received in May £ 16,934.03
Total of Accounts Passed for Payment in April £ 22,466.62
Total Wage Bill for the Month of May £ 16,019.91
Contribution to Murton Welfare Assn. £ 12,000.00

The Council supports the Community Centre financially under the
eLocal Government ( Miscellaneous Provisions ) Act 1976 Part 1,519
eLocal Government Act 1972 s144,145 and 133.

AC had queried why there were two payments to the insurance company, NH confirmed
this was because we were awaiting the log book for one of the new machines so this was
added after the premium had been.

Resolved to receive the information

N. Honnor also confirmed with members of the finance committee that she would be
scheduling in Finance meetings every quarter to review the annual budgets / precept.
Relevant members agreed to hold a finance meeting at 5.30pm prior to the monthly
meetings in July, November, March and May.

Resolved to receive the information and agree dates

N. Honnor also sought approval to pay the first instalment for the sculpture of £8650.00,
however this could not be paid until approval of the funding had been agreed.
Resolved to agree to pay funds when required

Roseberry FC had requested financial support for the purchase of tracksuits for their new
season. After a short discussion it was agree to donate £300 subject to receiving a receipt
for an audit trial. It was also discussed the possibility of having a financial request /
monitoring form to be completed prior to monies being paid.

Resolved to agree to donate £300.

The next meeting of Murton Parish Council is Tuesday 18" July at 6pm in The Glebe
Centre.

The Chairman thanked members for their attendance and closed the meeting at
18.37pm.

CERTIFIED CORRECT: CHAIRMAN DATE: 18" July 2023



