MURTON PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES of MEETING of the COUNCIL held in THE GLEBE CENTRE
on THURSDAY 18" MAY 2023.

Present: Councillor P Penman, (Chair)

Councillors J. Maitland, K Dixon, J. Griffiths, R. Adcock-Foster, A. Cowley, H.
Napier, G. Maitland, S. Robson, B. Brown, M. Rafferty, R. Kelly,
M. Grogan, R. Cunningham

Officer:  N. Honnor (Acting Clerk)

1.

INTRODUCTIONS AND APOLOGIES
Apologies, L. Riley, L. Grogan

DECLARATION OF INTEREST
None received.

POLICE REPORT
No report received.

CHAIRMANS REMARKS
The Chairman thanked members for their continued support.
Resolved to receive information

MINUTES AND MATTERS ARISING

Minutes of the Monthly Meeting held 20" April 2023.

Copies of the minutes were circulated to members previously.

Resolved the minutes of the Parish Council meetings be approved, confirmed
and signed as an accurate record.

Cllr J. Maitland asked for an update on the Coronation events that took place at the
Glebe Centre. These events were well received by all who attended, however further
funding from County Councillors was necessary due to an overspend on original
costings because of inflation costs.

The request for a meeting with a Highways officer has been sent but no response as if
yet.

COUNTY COUNCILLORS REPORT

Cllr Adcock-Foster advised members on the current boundary review taking place
which will see County Councillor numbers reduced from 126 to 98. The present
picture is that Murton will merge with South Hetton, Hawthorn and the new Garden
Village and it is envisaged that members will reduce from 4 to 2. The process is still
out for consultation and comments can be made, a decision is likely to be made in
September.

There was an onsite meeting with DCC Highways Officers, Maxine Stubbs, Police,
County Councillors at the Chinese Supermarket to address the ongoing issues.
Following this meeting they agreed that the planning department needed to be



10.

involved to review the original application and building use as what they were doing
was illegal.

Cllr Griffiths reported on a number of complaints from residents at Sea View in
relation to the construction site operating outside of agreed times and felling of a tree
adjacent to the houses. There are ongoing discussions with the contractor.

Cllr Griffiths also reported in the success of the Kings Coronation events that took
place in the Glebe Centre which were supported by County Councillors — 520 pupils
from The Ribbon Academy and 159 from St. Josephs attended over two days along
with 140 residents attending an Afternoon Tea.

Resolved to receive the information.

REPORTS FROM MEETINGS ATTENDED

Prior to the Annual meeting members attended a presentation from Simon Longstaff
from the Regeneration Team at Durham County Council regarding developments at
Jade Business Park. Presentation was well received explaining the second phase and
remedial works that were taking place on site.

He also advised on the road improvements to the A19 slip roads and interchanges
advising that smart traffic lights will be installed along with a new pedestrian bridge.
He also commented that SEG1 (National Grid) would have community funding
available once the construction has started. This will be available for Murton / South
Hetton to apply for new schemes upto £20Kk.

MATTERS OF INFORMATION / CORRESPONDENCE

A letter was received from St. Josephs Primary School requesting a SLA for Grounds
Maintenance work throughout the year on the school fields / sports fields. NH had
spoken to Richard Jennings prior to the meeting and he had advised that this is a
really busy time of year and currently they had no spare capacity to undertake this
work. After a short discussion, members agreed that the Chair and NH meet with
Richard Jennings to investigate if there are any options available to consider this
request.

Resolved to investigate further

PLANNING APPLICATIONS
The following proposed planning applications were received:

e Hawthorn Grid Site — Installation of metering annex, laying of underground
cabling and an amended grid connection route by Harmony Energy Ltd
Resolved to receive information

FINANCIAL MATTERS

Monthly Accounts and Wages
Details of receipts and payments made in the past month were reported as
follows:

Total of Accounts Received in April £192,867.98
Total of Accounts Passed for Payment in April £ 15,373.05
Total Wage Bill for the Month of April £ 15,274.13

Contribution to Murton Welfare Assn. £ 6,000.00



The Council supports the Community Centre financially under the
el ocal Government ( Miscellaneous Provisions ) Act 1976 Part 1,519
el ocal Government Act 1972 s144,145 and 133.

NH advised members that there was an error on the Barclaycard entry, this was not new
machines it was actually event fencing and outdoor seating for use at Parish events.

The next meeting of Murton Parish Council is Thursday, 15" June at 6pm in The Glebe
Centre.

The Chairman thanked members for their attendance and closed the meeting at
19.15pm.

CERTIFIED CORRECT: CHAIRMAN DATE: 15" June 2023



