
MURTON PARISH COUNCIL 

 

MINUTES of MEETING of the COUNCIL held in THE GLEBE CENTRE 

on THURSDAY 20
th

 April 2023. 

 

 

Present: Councillor P Penman, (Chair) 

  Councillors J. Maitland, K Dixon, J. Griffiths, R. Adcock-Foster, A. Cowley, H. 

Napier,  G. Maitland, S. Robson, B. Brown, M. Rafferty 

 

Public: Chima Anyadikes-Danes (observing) Matthew Elliot  

 

 

Officer:  N. Honnor (Acting Clerk)  

 

  1. INTRODUCTIONS AND APOLOGIES 

Apologies, R. Kelly, M. Grogan, R. Cunningham   

 

 Matthew Elliot was invited to address the council on a number of topics.  Firstly he 

spoke about the current weight limits through Murton and the signage. He had 

contacted DCC who said it was Police matter if vehicles breached the weight limit, 

however the Police have said it is a County matter.  Mr Elliott advised members that 

he had been in touch with the Traffic team at DCC and they were going to carry out a 

7 day survey to monitor HGV vehicles passing through Murton.  He also informed 

DCC of missing signage and they were looking into it.   

Mr. Elliott was advised that Parish members had raised this on a number of occasions 

with DCC Highways Officers.   

Mr Elliot also raised concerns over the Chinese Takeaway / Supermarket that they 

were still operating dangerously (loading / unloading on footpath etc.).  Cllr Adcock-

Foster updated members on the plans to arrange a site visit with Michelle McIntosh 

(DCC Officer), Police, County Councillors and Parish members if they wish to attend 

to try and resolve these ongoing issues.  Members will be updated when a date is 

confirmed.  

Mr Elliott also thanked members for ordering a noticeboard for Woods Terrace, 

Murton.  This will be erected once permission has been agreed.  

Mr. Elliott requested to stay to observe the remainder of the meeting.  

 

  2. DECLARATION OF INTEREST 

 Cllr R. Adcock-Foster declared an interest in Item 11.  

 

3. POLICE REPORT 

 
The following report was received from PCSO Sharon Bowman:  

 

Report from 15/03/23-20/02/23 – 303 incidents 

  

9 – ASB – nuisance 

4- ASB - environmental 

6 - Burglary 

22– Vehicle crime 

4-Criminal damage 

  



  

Work is underway with housing providers targeting the problem addresses in Murton 

area.  One house closure application is being processed. 

  

Crime prevention advice and equipment continues to be distributed across the 

community with an aim to offer reassure to residents. 

 

 Members requested that the dates are checked when receiving the report, and could 

they also clarify the incidents information as they do not match the breakdown 

shown.  Cllr Griffiths advised that the incidents number could include calls that 

needed no further action.  

  

 4. CHAIRMANS REMARKS 

 The Chairman advised that this is first meeting on the new financial year and that the 

next meeting would be the AGM for 2023.   

 Resolved to receive information 

  

5. MINUTES AND MATTERS ARISING 

 Minutes of the Monthly Meeting held 16
th

 March 2023. 

 Copies of the minutes were circulated to members previously. 

 Resolved the minutes of the Parish Council meetings be approved, confirmed 

 and signed as an accurate record. 

 No matters arising.   

 

 

6. REPORTS FROM MEETINGS ATTENDED 

 Cllr Griffiths had attended the AAP meeting and advised that County Durham Fire 

Service were reducing crews from 5 to 4 in the Seaham area, this has been introduced 

and operating in other areas of the County.  

 Cllr Griffiths also advised members that she had the opportunity to invite Simon 

Longstaff from DCC to the next Parish meeting to give outline plans and answer any 

questions regarding the future development of Jade Business Park.  Following a short 

discussion it was agreed for Simon to attend 6-7pm, and then the AGM will follow 

from 7pm.  

 Resolved to receive the information.  

 

 

7. LOCAL COUNCIL INSURANCE POLICY  

 The Clerk reported that the insurance renewal is due on 6
th

 May at a cost of £7348.81 

for the year 

 The Chair reminded members that we had agreed a 5 year deal which gave us a 

reduced annual premium. 

 Cllr Dixon queried if we are covered for legal representation, he was advised that 

we were covered as part of a local council scheme which is a comprehensive cover 

this covers all aspects necessary to operate as a council.    

 Resolved to receive the information and approved by members to renew 

 
8. RECONCILIATION OF 2022/2023 ACCOUNTS 

 Report prepared by Clerk.  

 The Chair explained the detail of the figures and the financial position of the Parish 

Council at the end of year closing of accounts.   

 Resolved to receive the information  



  

 

9.  KING CHARLES CORONATION 

Cllr Griffiths informed members of the plan and costings for the events taking place 

in the Glebe Centre.   

There would be a disco and activities for children and hopefully a small keepsake 

(pin badge) to be handed out to all children,  

3
rd

 May – Ribbon Academy approx. 520 children  

4
th

 May – St Joseph’s approx. 120 children  

10
th

 May – Afternoon Tea for local residents  

Approximate costings would total £1800, this will include £600 funding from County 

Councillor’s budget for Coronation events, and the Parish would financially support 

the events with approximately £1200.00  

 Resolved to agree. 

 

10.  LITTER SIGNAGE  

Cllr Brown suggested the Parish requested a face to face meeting at County Hall with 

Officers to obtain agreement to display signage etc. on lamp posts throughout the 

village as well as larger signs for the east and west entrances to the village (B1285).  

 

Cllr Robson raised the litter issues on the rear pathway from Murton to the Fox & 

Tree.  Cllr Griffiths advised that Dalton-le-Dale Parish had an organised litter pick 

taking place on Saturday to address this problem.   

Resolved to write to the Chief Executive  

 

 

11.     MATTERS OF INFORMATION / CORRESPONDENCE 

Due to the Clerk being on annual leave, the Agenda’s had been prepared early 

therefore the following requests for financial support were not itemised on the 

Agenda.  Members agreed to receive the information. 

 

Robert Adcock-Foster has signed up to walk 100 miles in May in support of Cancer 

Research UK – it was agreed to support his fundraising by donating £100.00  

Resolved to agree to donate £100 

 

McRae House had requested £400 in support of their Coronation events.  After a 

short discussion it was agreed to support the event however members requested that 

further information on where the money would be spent was needed.  

 

Resolved to agree to support with £200 subject to further information with 

regards to receipts / invoices.  

 

12.  PLANNING APPLICATIONS  

No planning applications received.  

 

 

13. FINANCIAL MATTERS 

 Monthly Accounts and Wages 

Details of receipts and payments made in the past month were reported as  

follows: 

  Total of Accounts Received in March   £    1,202.74 

  Total of Accounts Passed for Payment in March  £  43,531.25 



  Total Wage Bill for the Month of March   £  15,418.00 

   

 

        Contribution to Murton Welfare Assn.   £  72,000.00 

 

  The Council supports the Community Centre financially under the 

 Local Government ( Miscellaneous Provisions ) Act 1976 Part 1,s19 

 Local Government Act 1972 s144,145 and 133. 

 

Members queried the Chairman’s Allowance payment and why there were two within one 

month, the Clerk advised that these payments were taken from the main account to 

reconcile for the end of year.  The Chair advised that this allowance is allocated to support 

local charities, and that these payments will be used for this reason within the coming 

weeks.  

 

The next meeting of Murton Parish Council is Thursday, 18
th

 May at 6pm in The Glebe 

Centre.  

 

The Chairman thanked members for their attendance and closed the meeting at 

18.50pm. 

 

CERTIFIED CORRECT:    CHAIRMAN DATE: 18
th

 May 2023  


