
 

MURTON PARISH COUNCIL 

 

MINUTES of MEETING of the COUNCIL held in THE GLEBE CENTRE 

on THURSDAY, 19
th

 MAY 2022. 

 

 

Present: Councillor   P Penman (Chair) 

  Councillors   R Adcock-Forster , B Brown, EA Cowley ,KA Dixon, M 

Grogan, H Napier, SG Robson, J Griffiths, L Riley and R 

Cunningham  

   

 

Officer:  B Taylor (Parish Clerk) 

  

  1. INTRODUCTIONS AND APOLOGIES 

 Apologies Cllrs L Grogan, M Rafferty, R Kelly, J Maitland, G Maitland 

 PCSO Sharon Bowman 

  

 

  2. DECLARATION OF INTEREST 

 None declared. 

 

3. POLICE REPORT 

 Email from Sharon not received in time to report 

 Resolved to forward email to councillors  

 Resolved to write to Durham constabulary with meeting dates and request for 

representation to attend 

 

 4. CHAIRMANS REMARKS 

 The Chairman took the opportunity to reflect on the last year talking about 

initiatives and improvements that have been made. 

 The litter initiative lost momentum after the schools competition due to covid 

restrictions but was picked up again earlier this year and has had a good response 

from the public.  Progress is still being made to complete the project. 

 We are still no further with the B1285 initiative due to covid slowing down the 

progress of traffic surveys that have been carried out 

 Being post covid now will hopefully mean projects and initiatives can move 

quicker going forward 

 Resolved to receive the information. 

  

5. MINUTES AND MATTERS ARISING 

 Minutes of the Monthly Meeting held 21
st
 April 2022. 

 Copy of the minutes were circulated to members previously. 

 Resolved the minutes of the Parish Council meetings be approved, confirmed 

 and signed as an accurate record. 

 In response to the community hub there have been lots of donations and it is  

 moving forward.  Morrisons will be working with us for this initiative. 



In response to the works to be quoted for Glebe House, an appointment was 

arranged with a roofer to inspect but unfortunately he didn’t turn up. 

A letter was sent, both through the website and by post, as an objection to the 

planning application for a battery storage facility in Murton. 

 

6.  RAY LONSDALE 

A discussion ensued on how appropriate it is in the current cost of living crisis for 

Murton Parish Council to be spending a large amount of money on this project. It 

was raised in the discussion that the sculpture was to be primarily funded through 

fund-raising and the AAP  

Resolved to arrange meeting with John Murphy at DCC to discuss funding 

The discussion then moved to the process of choosing the subject of the sculpture 

or if this should be taken to public consultation, and it was decided to defer this 

decision but that we need further information from Ray regarding time scales etc 

Resolved to arrange a meeting with Ray Lonsdale and the working group 

 

7. UPDATE ON MURTON FUNDAY 

In a meeting of the general purposes committee it was agreed to postpone the 

funday until next year due to a new manager for the Glebe centre recently being 

appointed, and that we are now looking at a very tight timeframe to get anything 

adequately organised. 

We would however like to hold celebrations for the Platinum Jubilee which will be 

a childrens disco on Tuesday 31
st
 May and an afternoon tea on Tuesday 7

th
 June. 

Resolved for Murton Parish council to support these events alongside funding 

to be requested from County Councillors/DCC 

As part of the Jubilee year there is an initiative called the Queens Green Canopy 

that encourages the planting of trees during the tree planting season October – 

March.  Murton Parish Council would like to take part and plant trees at the 

cenotaph and in the Welfare Park if it is agreed along with a plaque to mark the 

occasion  

Resolved to agree  

  

8. REPORTS FROM MEETINGS ATTENDED 

 Nothing to report 

 

9. MATTERS OF INFORMATION/CORRESPONDANCE 

Request for financial support from Hetton squadron to assist with cost of mini bus 

that takes cadets to events 

Resolved to donate £200 (Local Govt. Act 1972, s 137) 

Following the Annual Meeting of Seaham town council on 18
th

 May, Councillor 

Susan Morrison was duly elected as Mayor of Seaham, and Councillor Jennifer 

Bell was elected as Deputy Mayor of Seaham 

The newly elected Mayor of Seaham will be hosting a traditional afternoon tea with 

entertainment on Thursday 16
th

 June 

On 18
th

 May at a full meeting of the Council Cllr Alison Smith was inaugurated 

into the office of Mayor of Sunderland and Cllr Dorothy Trueman as Deputy 

Mayor 

There is a Pharmaceutical Needs Assessment Consultation for any views on 

pharmacy services in your area.  www.durham.gov.uk/consultation 



Resolved to receive the information. 

 

 

10. PLANNING APPLICATIONS 

 The following proposed planning applications were received: 

 

 Single storey rear extension in Carrhouse Walk 

 Variation of condition 2 (approved plans – house design for plot 6) pursuant to 

planning permission DM/14/00941/FPA for 10 dwellings. 

Resolved to receive the information. 

 

11. FINANCIAL MATTERS 

 12.1 Monthly Accounts and Wages 

Details of receipts and payments made in the past month were reported as  

follows: 

  Total of Accounts Received    £181,757.50 

  Total of Accounts Passed for Payment   £  24,661.89 

  Total Wage Bill for the Month of April     £  14,853.37 

 

        Contribution to Murton Welfare Assn.   £   6,000.00 

 

  The Council supports the Community Centre financially under the 

 Local Government ( Miscellaneous Provisions ) Act 1976 Part 1,s19 

 Local Government Act 1972 s144,145 and 133. 
 

Resolved to receive and approve. 

 

The next meeting of Murton Parish Council is Thursday, 16
th

 June 2022 at 6pm in The 

Glebe Centre.  

 

 

The Chairman thanked members for their attendance and closed the meeting at 

7.26pm. 

 

CERTIFIED CORRECT:                 CHAIRMAN 

         DATE:        16
th

 June 2022  

 

  


