
 

MURTON PARISH COUNCIL 

 

MINUTES of MEETING of the COUNCIL held in THE GLEBE CENTRE 

on THURSDAY, 16
th

 June 2022. 

 

 

Present: Councillor   J Maitland (Chair) 

  Councillors  M Rafferty, J Griffiths, L Grogan, R Adcock-Forster , SG 

Robson, B Brown, KA Dixon, M Grogan, G Maitland  

  PCSO  Sharon Bowman 

  PCSO  Karl Bleek 

 

Officer:  B Taylor (Parish Clerk) 

  

  1. INTRODUCTIONS AND APOLOGIES 

Apologies Cllrs P Penman, R Cunningham, R Kelly, EA Cowley, H Napier, L 

Riley 

 

  2. DECLARATION OF INTEREST 

 None declared. 

 

3. POLICE REPORT 

 Police report delivered by S Bowman of 171 incidents in the last month, details 

attached 

 There was discussion and questions raised about the report including the new site 

for the community garden with an update to be given each month 

 Resolved to receive the information 

 

 4. CHAIRMANS REMARKS 

 J Maitland explained that she would chair the meeting for this month as P Penman 

is away, and that she would do her best to answer any questions arising or get back 

to members with an answer to anything she didn’t know. 

 Resolved to receive the information. 

  

5. MINUTES AND MATTERS ARISING 

 Minutes of the Monthly Meeting held 19
th

 May 2022. 

 Copy of the minutes were circulated to members previously. 

 Resolved the minutes of the Parish Council meetings be approved, confirmed 

 and signed as an accurate record. 

 In response to the works to be quoted for Glebe House, the clerk informed  

 members that she had tried to contact 4 roofing local companies with no success, J  

 Griffiths has now contacted someone and an appointment has been made. 

 The kids disco and afternoon tea to celebrate the Platinum Jubilee were a huge  

 success, but there is still the feeling that Murton should hold a small scale event at  

 the end of the Summer in lieu of Murton Fun Day  

 Resolved for item to be added to next months Agenda, with a proposal to be  

 put forward for a decision to be made  

  



 

6. ANNUAL RETURN AND INTERNAL AUDITOR’S REPORT 

 Member’s reviewed the Internal Audit Report, the Annual Governance Statement 

and the Accounting Statement in accordance with the requirements of the Accounts 

and Audit Regulations 2015. There were no issues arising, the Chairman thanked 

the Clerk/RFO for the sound financial systems in place. 

 Resolved member’s approve and accept. 

 

7.  RAY LONSDALE SCULPTURE UPDATE 

A meeting was arranged for the working group to discuss and confirm plans so far 

with Ray  

The time slot has been booked for August 2023 and the project will take 3 months 

There will be a public meeting/consultation which will be open to all residents of 

Murton to attend giving them an opportunity to view the sketches and have input on 

which design should be chosen.  Ray will also be present to answer any questions 

The cost of the sculpture will be £35k plus VAT of which nothing will be due until 

July 2023 which gives plenty of time for fundraising. 

P Penman had a conversation with John Murphy from DCC who has confirmed that 

funding can be claimed for a project like this through the County Councillors. 

County Councillors advised that they have not yet met to discuss how much they 

would commit to donating. 

Resolved for County Councillors to discuss funding commitment before the 

next meeting and decision to be made. 

 

8. REVIEW OF LITTER CAMPAIGN 

 S Robson has raised the issue that it has now been over a year and very little has  

 happened with the campaign. 

 He thanked Dalton Park for their efforts 

 Resolved to call meeting with working group  

 Resolved for Clerk to chase up putting the posters up on lampposts with DCC 

 and at each end of the village   
  

9. REVIEW OF SPEED ON B1285 THROUGH MURTON 

 B Brown has raised that the initiative to look into the issues on the B1285 has not  

 gone any further, that it has been a topic raised for over a year with no action,  

 despite it being a constant topic for the Parish Council there is still no feedback  

 from recent surveys done and they need chasing up. 

 Maxine Stubbs has been chased again. County Councillors are not getting a  

 response from DCC. 

 Resolved for Clerk to write to Chief executive of DCC again as elected  

 members are being ignored. 

  

10. REPORTS FROM MEETINGS ATTENDED 

 Nothing to report 

 

11. MATTERS OF INFORMATION/CORRESPONDANCE 

Following the Annual General Meeting of DCC on 25
th

 May, Cllr Beaty Bainbridge 

was elected chairman and Cllr Joan Nicholson was elected Vice Chair 



Save the date – 9
th

 Sept for Mayor of Sunderland Beams, Steams and Automobiles 

Event. 

Save the date – Chairman of DCC to hold civic dinner on 4
th

 November. 

Saved the date – Mayor of Sunderland civic Sunday Service and Consort At Home 

event on 10
th

 July. 

Save the date – Armed forces day Reception 24
th

 June. 

Save the date – Ceremony to celebrate Freedom of the town being given to North  

East Gunners, 4
th

 Field Regiment Royal Artillery on 23
rd

 July 

A Napier and J Maitland have been given status of Alderman and Alderwoman of 

DCC. 

Resolved to receive the information. 

Request for financial assistance received from St Pauls Methodist Church for 

essential electrical works to be carried out for health and safety reasons 

Resolved to donate £350 (Local Govt. Act 1972, s 137) 

 

 

12. PLANNING APPLICATIONS 

 The following proposed planning applications were received: 

 Detached garage to front and conversion of internal garage into habitable 

room in Fairfield Grove  

Resolved to receive the information. 

 

13. FINANCIAL MATTERS 

 13.1 Monthly Accounts and Wages 

Details of receipts and payments made in the past month were reported as  

follows: 

  Total of Accounts Received        £1,962.00 

  Total of Accounts Passed for Payment   £  20,244.58 

  Total Wage Bill for the Month of April     £  13,912.85 

 

        Contribution to Murton Welfare Assn.   £  12,000.00 

 

  The Council supports the Community Centre financially under the 

 Local Government ( Miscellaneous Provisions ) Act 1976 Part 1,s19 

 Local Government Act 1972 s144,145 and 133. 
  

 13.2 Funding request for Childrens Cricket 

Following a meeting between the Welfare and the cricket club it was agreed to seek 

financial support from the Parish Council in order to cover staff costs for opening the main 

building and allowing the use of the kitchen during children’s games 

 Resolved to approve. (Local Govt. Act 1972, s 137) 

 

 13.3 Quote for repairs to yard at Cemetery Lodge 

Following an accident in the yard of  the cemetery lodge that lead to serious injury 

a quote was received from Edenvale paving for works to be carried out in order to 

make it safe for £2950 inc VAT 

 Resolved to approve 

 



The next meeting of Murton Parish Council is Thursday, 21
st
 July 2022 at 6pm in The 

Glebe Centre.  

 

 

The Chairman thanked members for their attendance and closed the meeting at 

7.04pm. 

 

CERTIFIED CORRECT:                 CHAIRMAN 

         DATE:        21
st
 July 2022  

 

  


