MURTON PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES of MEETING of the COUNCIL held in THE GLEBE CENTRE
on THURSDAY, 21% July 2022.

Present: Councillor P Penman (Chair)

Councillors R Kelly, M, Grogan, R Cunningham, H Napier, G Maitland, J
Maitland, R Adcock-Forster, M Rafferty, B Brown, S Robson

Public: Anne Prunell
Officer: B Taylor (Parish Clerk)
1. INTRODUCTIONS AND APOLOGIES
Apologies Cllrs A Cowley, K Dixon, J Griffiths, L Grogan, L Riley
Anne Prunell was invited to address the council with her concerns, she told
members that she lives by the Bus Stop at East Moor estate and has requested that
the bus stop have a seat so that the elderly residents who use it are able to sit down
while waiting. She would also like for the broken salt bin to be replaced, a Murton
Parish Council flower pot to be moved to the roundabout which she will tend to,
and for assistance with strimming the overgrown areas of grass.
Resolved that the salt bin will be replaced by one that the Parish Council own,
and a plant pot be relocated.
The parks and cemetery superintendent will identify the ownership of the land
for grass cutting and will be addressed accordingly.
The issue of the bus stop is beyond the powers of the Parish, however, the issue
will be raised by our county councillors with Durham County Council and
clerk will log through the DCC website.
2. DECLARATION OF INTEREST

None declared.

3.  POLICE REPORT
No Report

4.  CHAIRMANS REMARKS
The chair reported that there will be an official opening for the new cricket nets on
Friday 29" July at 8pm
Resolved to receive the information.

5. MINUTES AND MATTERS ARISING

Minutes of the Monthly Meeting held 16™ June 2022.

Copy of the minutes were circulated to members previously.

Resolved the minutes of the Parish Council meetings be approved, confirmed
and signed as an accurate record.

In response to the B1285 it was decided that there would be no letter to the chief



exec of Durham County Council as our County Councillors had been able to speak
to him in person, and the speed surveys had come through from Maxine Stubbs
Resolved for clerk to send out surveys to all members for information and
feedback

In response to the litter campaign, following a meeting with the working group it
was decided that the clerk would write to Oliver Sherat about the lack of
cooperation from Durham County Council, and in this meeting the clerk updated
the members with the response that Jonathan Seymour who heads the civic pride
team had been in touch and a meeting with the working group was arranged for 27"
July

Resolved to receive the information

SOLAR FARM UPDATE

Members of the Parish Council, County Councillors and representatives from the
residents association went to the planning meeting and spoke of behalf of the
residents of Murton.

Planning permission was rejected by 10 votes to 1 and with 1 abstaining from
voting

This was excellently done and the councillors on the planning committee saw the
residents point of view

Special mention to those who represented and the work they put in

Resolved member’s approve and accept.

GLEBE HOUSE UPDATE

Appointments were made for 2 roofers to attend and provide quotations, however
both failed to attend.

Currently waiting on a quote to fix the fence that has been damaged by the storms,
and the request from the tenant regarding putting up a small fence around the grass
between the house and the car park needs further investigation

Resolved that it needs to be checked if parking will be restricted by a fence,
and it was also proposed that the issue with the roof needs to be resolved
before any further works can be carried out.

RAY LONSDALE SCULPTURE UPDATE

Both County Councillors have agreed to donate the full £10,000 each of their towns
and Villages AAP funding to the project which will total £20,000.

Discussion ensued on how realistic fundraising would be in order to fund the
remaining balance and methods on how this could be achieved as well as
possibility of using a small percentage from certain areas in the Parish budget
Concerns were raised about what would happen if there was a shortfall and the
County Councillors confirmed that they would be able to top up the amount from
next years allocated AAP fund.

Resolved to speak to Ray about his availability for an open day and to arrange
this with advertising put around village and on social media

MURTON SUMMER EVENT
The Welfare Association will be putting on a small summer event for children at
the park in place of the fun day which will be run by the Glebe centre manager with



10.

11.

12.

13.

13.

financial support from the Parish council if agreed

Bus trips have already been planned with funding assistance from Henry Smith
charity

Resolved to support

MATERNITY LEAVE PLAN

The Clerk reported that she is due on 9" November and plans to work up until the
end of October, so Thursday 27" October will be her first day before leave.

The legal entitlement is to take up to 12 months leave, however, the exact period of
time has not been decided but is likely to be between 9 and 12 months,

The plan is to recruit a replacement clerk on a fixed term contract for 12 months to
cover the period of leave required

REPORTS FROM MEETINGS ATTENDED
Nothing further than already discussed in item 5 about the litter campaign

MATTERS OF INFORMATION/CORRESPONDANCE

Thank you letter received from Hetton Squadron for the donation

Resolved to receive the information.

Request from Murton Cricket club to fund the cost of trophies for the under 9s
cricket festival

Resolved to pass this to Welfare Association as they would normally fund this
Request for financial assistance received from Durham Hospital Radio

Resolved to donate £100 (Local Govt. Act 1972, s 137)

PLANNING APPLICATIONS
The following proposed planning applications were received:

e Outline the planning application for the erection of a new 400 kilovolt
electricity substation, a converter station, and the laying out of replacement
public open space on land to the west and south of Jade Business Park, with all
matters reserved

Resolved to receive the information.

FINANCIAL MATTERS

13.1 Monthly Accounts and Wages
Details of receipts and payments made in the past month were reported as
follows:

Total of Accounts Received £2,616.00
Total of Accounts Passed for Payment £ 14,027.41
Total Wage Bill for the Month of June £ 13,897.25
Contribution to Murton Welfare Assn. £ 18,000.00

The Council supports the Community Centre financially under the
el ocal Government ( Miscellaneous Provisions ) Act 1976 Part 1,519
el ocal Government Act 1972 s144,145 and 133.



The next meeting of Murton Parish Council is Thursday, 15" September 2022 at 6pm in
The Glebe Centre.

The Chairman thanked members for their attendance and closed the meeting at
7.20pm.

CERTIFIED CORRECT: CHAIRMAN
DATE:  15™ September 2022



