
MURTON PARISH COUNCIL 

 

MINUTES of MEETING of the COUNCIL held in THE GLEBE CENTRE 

on WEDNESDAY 18
TH

 JANUARY 2023. 

 

 

Present: Councillor  P Penman (Chair) 

  Councillors  K Dixon, J. Griffiths, R. Adcock-Foster, A. Cowley, H. Napier,  

S. Robson, B. Brown, L. Riley, M. Rafferty, M. Grogan 

 

Public: Matthew Elliott 

 

 

Officer:  N. Honnor (Acting Parish Clerk)  

  

 

  1. INTRODUCTIONS AND APOLOGIES 

Apologies L. Grogan, R. Cunningham, J. Maitland, G. Maitland, R. Kelly 

 

Matthew Elliot was invited to address the council on a number of topics.  Firstly 

was the question about the noticeboards on Woods Terrace, he had previously been 

advised that new noticeboards had been ordered and one would be placed on 

Woods Terrace.  The new boards had been placed in the Cemetery, at the entrance 

to the park and at The Glebe Centre. Members responded advising Mr Elliott that 

the previous board on Woods Terrace had been vandalised and that was the reason 

why another had not been installed.  It was agreed following Mr. Elliott’s request to 

order a new noticeboard to be installed on Woods Terrace.  

Mr. Elliott also raised concerns over the HGV vehicles driving through Murton in 

particular a vehicle going to a local farm collecting livestock etc.  He was advised 

that weight restrictions do not apply if vehicles are delivering / collecting or 

delivering a service to that area. Clarification will be sourced from the Police 

regarding the weight limit and vehicles accessing and using the B1285 as it is a 

police matter.   

Mr. Elliott also commented on the activities of the Chinese Takeaway / 

supermarket on Woods Terrace. Cllr. Griffiths informed Mr. Elliott that DCC are 

aware of the business and activities and are currently investigating following 

numerous complaints regarding traffic issues etc.  

Resolved that a new notice board will be purchased for Woods Terrace and 

installed in a suitable location.  

Resolved that Mr. Elliott’s comments regarding the B1285 will be included in 

the discussion to resolve numerous issues raised by the Parish Council 

regarding this road.  

 

 

  2. DECLARATION OF INTEREST 

 K. Dixon declared an interest in Item 11 – Financial assistance from Mia 

Saddington. 

 

3. POLICE REPORT 

 No report received   



 However issues and concerns were raised by members regarding the current 

policing in Murton / Seaham areas with regards to the crimes relating to anti-social 

behaviour and wait times for officers to attend.  Cllr Griffiths advised members that 

she had reported incidents and they had been dealt with very quickly by the Police.  

 Cllr. Brown requested information from the Clerk for the next AAP meeting so that 

he could attend representing the Parish Council.   

 Resolved to invite Police to attend the next Parish Council meeting.   

 

 4. CHAIRMANS REMARKS 

 The Chair welcomed members to the meeting and wished them a Happy New Year.  

  

5. MINUTES AND MATTERS ARISING 

 Minutes of the Monthly Meeting held 17
th

 November 2022. 

 Copies of the minutes were circulated to members previously. 

 Resolved the minutes of the Parish Council meetings be approved, confirmed 

 and signed as an accurate record. 

 Item 8 – an update was requested by members for the Ray Lonsdale sculpture 

project.  Members were advised that a public consultation had taken place with Ray 

Lonsdale in attendance who spoke about both sculptures.  The overall consensus 

was that of the lady sculpture from the public who attended.  A meeting was 

attended with regards to the funding from AAP, further information and a request 

from Cllr Griffiths for Ray to attend schools if possible as this would help with the 

fundraising.  

 Resolved to arrange a Steering Group meeting to progress the project.  

 

6. MINUTES OF FINANCE COMMITTEE MEETING  

 The Finance Committee met on 19
th

 December to agree the Precept for 2023/24. 

Copy of the minutes was circulated to members previously.  Following a short 

discussion, the finance committee’s recommendations of a 5% increase were 

endorsed unanimously by members.  

 Members endorsed recommendations by Finance Committee and Resolve to  

 adopt the Minutes in full. 

 

 

7. REPORTS FROM MEETINGS ATTENDED  

 No items to report.  

 Resolved to receive information. 

 

8.  MATTERS OF INFORMATION / CORRESPONDENCE 

Members were handed a copy of the response from the Chief Executive following 

the letter sent previously.  Members were advised to review the information and 

report back at the next meeting where this item will be discussed as part of the 

Agenda.  

 Resolved to receive information. 

 

 

14.     PLANNING APPLICATIONS  

Members were given a copy of the Notification of hearing for the Appeal from 

Aura Power.  A discussion took place regarding this hearing and further details on 

the process and the Parish Council involvement are needed from Chris Shields.  

 



 The following proposed planning applications were received: 

 

 An erection of agricultural storage tower at Murton Moor Farm.  

 

Resolved to receive information and seek further advice on the hearing 

process.   

 

 

15. FINANCIAL MATTERS 

 Monthly Accounts and Wages 

Details of receipts and payments made in the past month were reported as  

follows: 

  Total of Accounts Received in November and December £ 184,475.62 

  Total of Accounts Passed for Payment in November and December  

          £  34,520.42 

  Total Wage Bill for the Month of November and December     

          £  127,155.16 

   

 

        Contribution to Murton Welfare Assn.   £  54,000.00 

 

  The Council supports the Community Centre financially under the 

 Local Government ( Miscellaneous Provisions ) Act 1976 Part 1,s19 

 Local Government Act 1972 s144,145 and 133. 
 

Assistance had been requested from Mia Saddington for financial support with the costs 

of an educational trip to Uganda with her university, to support children by teaching 

Maths and English and building safe play areas for the local children.  Following a short 

discussion it was agreed to support this request.   

Resolved to donate £250. 

 

Prior to the meeting closing Cllr Griffiths advised members on an open consultation night 

at McRae House on Thursday 19
th

 January 2023 3pm – 6pm where residents can view the 

plans etc. for the houses on the former McNally House site.  

Members were also advised that arrangements were being put in place to hold a social 

evening to support the Ukrainian families within the village. 

She also mentioned that the former public house ‘High House’ was proposed to be used 

as a shop and office space.  

 

It was agreed to include a County Council Report on future Agenda’s.  

Resolved to endorse 

 

The next meeting of Murton Parish Council is Thursday, 16
th

 February at 6pm in The 

Glebe Centre.  

 

 

The Chairman thanked members for their attendance and closed the meeting at 

19.10pm. 

 

CERTIFIED CORRECT:                 CHAIRMAN 

DATE:        16
th

 February 2023  


