
MURTON PARISH COUNCIL 

 

MINUTES of MEETING of the COUNCIL held in THE GLEBE CENTRE 

on THURSDAY, 21
st
 April  2022. 

 

 

Present: Councillor   P Penman (Chair) 

  Councillors   R Adcock-Forster , B Brown, EA Cowley ,KA Dixon, M 

Grogan, R Kelly, G Maitland, J Maitland, H Napier, SG Robson, 

R Cunningham and M Rafferty 

   

 

Officer:  B Taylor (Parish Clerk) 

  

  1. INTRODUCTIONS AND APOLOGIES 

 Apologies Cllrs L Grogan, J Griffiths, L Riley 

 PCSO Sharon Bowman 

  

 

  2. DECLARATION OF INTEREST 

 None declared. 

 

3. POLICE REPORT 

 Email from Sharon not received in time to report 

 

 4. CHAIRMANS REMARKS 

 The Chairman put forward a statement regarding the conducting of business, that 

the standing orders state that for any decision to be made in a meeting you need to 

contact the Clerk at least one week in advance of the meeting for it to be placed on 

the Agenda to be clear and avoid any misunderstanding with financial decisions. 

 Anything raised must be from previous meetings unless an absolute emergency 

which will be decided by all members. 

 The Murton Parish Council website will soon be back up and running fully with 

accurate and up to date records shown. 

 Resolved to receive the information. 

  

5. MINUTES AND MATTERS ARISING 

 Minutes of the Monthly Meeting held 24
th

 March 2022. 

 Copy of the minutes were circulated to members previously. 

 Resolved the minutes of the Parish Council meetings be approved, confirmed 

 and signed as an accurate record. 

 In response to B1285, Maxine Stubbs has sent her apologies that she is unable to  

 attend the meeting, but gives the update that she is still waiting on the survey result  

 and there is no further update from a police perspective until this information is  

 received. 

 In response to project with Ray Lonsdale members were shown the second sketch  

 from Ray, this time with a miners theme. 

 Resolved to agenda item for next meeting for a decision to be made 

 With regards to discussion concerning the impact on Murton of the plan to reduce  



 the carbon footprint in Durham, an email reply from Cllr Bev Coult was received  

 with information about other projects that have been approved in Durham, but no  

 actual figures of what percentage involves Murton. 

 There is currently no update of the fun day to be held. 

 Raffle for the Ukraine planned for ex-clerks retirement party unfortunately didn’t  

 happen. 

  

6. REPORTS FROM MEETINGS ATTENDED 

 Nothing to report 

 

7. LOCAL COUNCIL INSURANCE POLICY 

 The Clerk reported that the insurance renewal is due on 6
th

 May at a cost of 

£6722.30 for the year 

 Resolved to receive the information and approved by members to renew 

 

8. RECONCILIATION OF 2021/2022 ACCOUNTS 

 Report prepared by Clerk  

 Resolved to receive the information  

 

9. GLEBE HOUSE 

 Following reports from tennant regarding several potential issues with the house, a  

 full RICS survey was carried out by Joe Fraser Chartered Surveyors 

 Specialist tradesmen will need to be called in to review and quote for any needed  

 works 

  Resolved to gather quotes and costings to make a decision about the long term 

future of the house. 

 

10. WELLBEING HUB AT THE GLEBE CENTRE 

Proposal brought forward by R Cunningham to run a community support hub from 

the Glebe Centre.  Currently in the early stages but looking to receive and give out 

donation of food, clothes and toys to help families who may be struggling with 

recent cost of living increases.   

Looking for financial support to help set up and run 

Resolved to donate £1000, and for Henry Smith trustees to meet to discuss.  

Will be a joint initiative between the Welfare and the Parish Council. (Local 

Govt. Act 1972, s 137) 

 

11. MATTERS OF INFORMATION/CORRESPONDANCE 

Request for financial support from 1
st
 Murton Scout group to assist with the 

ongoing functioning of the group that has 62 children mostly from Murton 

Resolved to donate £500 (Local Govt. Act 1972, s 137) 

Request for financial support from Murton Colliery Banner group for the Durham 

Miners Gala on 9
th

 July – J. Maitland and G. Maitland have declared an interest 

Resolved to donate cost of the bus for the band at a cost of approx £400. (Local 

Govt. Act 1972, s 137) 

Request for funding from Macrae house for their Queens Platinum Jubilee 

celebrations 

Resolved to donate £300 (Local Govt. Act 1972, s 137) 

Save the date for Civic dinner at County Hall in Durham on 20
th

 May 



Resolved to receive the information. 

 

 

8. PLANNING APPLICATIONS 

 The following proposed planning applications were received: 

 

 Construction of 2 lane fixed practice facility at Murton Cricket club 

 Creation of battery energy storage facility with associated works and access at 

Hawthorn grid site 

 

Discussion ensued regarding the battery storage facility plan which was 

previously said would not happen in Murton 

Resolve to send letter of objection 

 

9. FINANCIAL MATTERS 

 12.1 Monthly Accounts and Wages 

Details of receipts and payments made in the past month were reported as  

follows: 

  Total of Accounts Received    £    3,749.00 

  Total of Accounts Passed for Payment   £  21,250.75 

  Total Wage Bill for the Month of March    £  16,990.96 

 

        Contribution to Murton Welfare Assn.   £   6,000.00 

 

  The Council supports the Community Centre financially under the 

 Local Government ( Miscellaneous Provisions ) Act 1976 Part 1,s19 

 Local Government Act 1972 s144,145 and 133. 
 

Resolved to receive and approve. 

 

The next meeting of Murton Parish Council is Thursday, 19
th

 May 2022 at 6pm in The 

Glebe Centre.  

 

 

The Chairman thanked members for their attendance and closed the meeting at 

7.24pm. 

 

CERTIFIED CORRECT:                 CHAIRMAN 

         DATE:        21
st
 April 2022  

 

  


